From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Thu Mar  1 11:50:26 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id LAA28907
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Thu, 1 Mar 2001 11:50:25 -0600 (CST)
Message-ID: <LYR11589-138074-2001.03.01-12.05.00--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
From: "Horzepa, Stan" <Stan_Horzepa@adc.com>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] ADMIN: The Monthly Message
Date: Thu, 1 Mar 2001 11:49:09 -0600 
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <8204E40F8922D411A0C10008C7A42AC2235B5A@MRDNEXCH01>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

(This message is posted on the APRS SPEC SIG on a monthly basis.) 

PURPOSE

The purpose of the APRS SPEC SIG is to provide a forum for folks interested
in discussing the APRS protocol specification.


POSTING MESSAGES

To post messages to the APRS SPEC SIG, send email to aprsspec@lists.tapr.org


APRS SPEC SIG RULES

The APRS SPEC SIG has a few simple rules:
     
.  Be courteous. Abusive, insulting, or rude behavior demonstrated towards
another list member is a violation of this rule.

.  Stick to the subject, i.e., the APRS protocol specification. Subjects
that are only tangentially related to the APRS protocol specification (like
"what kind of printer should I buy to print out my copy of the APRS
specification?") may be considered off-topic. If you start a message with
"this is off-topic..." then you are violating this rule.

.  Be succinct when composing a message. (The APRS SPEC SIG software has
been optioned to limit the length of each message.) 

.  When quoting a previous message, only quote the parts of that message you
are referencing. (The APRS SPEC SIG software has been optioned to limit the
length of a quote.)

.  Do not send messages in HTML of Rich Text format.

.  Do not send attachments.

.  Cross-posting is not permitted. (The APRS SPEC SIG software has been
optioned to prevent cross-posting.)
     
.  The APRS SPEC SIG administrator reserves the right to suspend or ban any
list member who violates these rules.


UNSUBSCRIBING

To unsubscribe from the APRS SPEC SIG, follow the directions you will find
at the bottom of each message you receive from the APRS SPEC.


QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, ETC. 

If you have any questions, comments, etc. concerning the APRS SPEC, please
email the APRS SPEC SIG administrator at the address below.

Stan Horzepa, WA1LOU, wa1lou@tapr.org

---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Mon Mar  5 19:23:55 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id TAA29867
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Mon, 5 Mar 2001 19:23:54 -0600 (CST)
Message-Id: <LYR11589-139002-2001.03.05-19.39.00--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
X-Sender: jjeffers@deskmedia.com
Date: Mon, 05 Mar 2001 19:24:12 -0600
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
From: James Jefferson <jjeffers@deskmedia.com>
Subject: [aprsspec] first.aprs.net ... second.aprs.net ... third.aprs.net
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <4.2.0.58.20010305192010.00a7f360@deskmedia.com>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

Can someone please explain the differences between the different numbered 
APRS servers. I notice a different data stream is coming from each one.

-James Jefferson KB0THN

---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Mon Mar  5 23:41:29 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id XAA21218
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Mon, 5 Mar 2001 23:41:28 -0600 (CST)
Message-Id: <LYR11589-139030-2001.03.05-23.56.33--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: first.aprs.net ... second.aprs.net ... third.aprs.net
Date: Tue, 6 Mar 2001 00:41:15 -0500
x-sender: sdimse@earthlink.net
From: Steve Dimse <k4hg@tapr.org>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <200103060541.VAA06554@swan.prod.itd.earthlink.net>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

On 3/5/01 8:24 PM James Jefferson (jjeffers@deskmedia.com) wrote:

>Can someone please explain the differences between the different numbered 
>APRS servers. I notice a different data stream is coming from each one.
>
The differences have been explained several times, consult the archives 
of this list and aprssig for details of the differences. In brief, the 
two servers run different programs. They differ in filtering 
capabilities, but in terms of viable data, they should all have the same 
data, though the ordering will be different.

Steve K4HG

---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 14 10:37:10 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id KAA16928
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 14 Mar 2001 10:37:08 -0600 (CST)
Message-ID: <LYR11589-366-2001.03.14-10.52.38--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
From: "ANDY VE7FTR" <ve7ftr@home.com>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] kam & pk-88 tnc's
Date: Wed, 14 Mar 2001 08:40:28 -0800
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
X-Priority: 3
X-MSMail-Priority: Normal
X-MimeOLE: Produced By Microsoft MimeOLE V5.50.4522.1200
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <00c701c0aca5$7a6b2f40$d5e44318@klvn1.bc.wave.home.com>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

hi
would anybody know the aprs settings [vhf] for the KAM [ 6.0 ver ] ALL
MODE TNC ? and also the PK-88 aprs settings ?
i'm using WINAPRS.
thanks
73.
andy VE7FTR


---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 14 12:09:27 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id MAA26432
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 14 Mar 2001 12:09:22 -0600 (CST)
Date: Wed, 14 Mar 2001 10:09:15 -0800 (PST)
From: "Curt Mills, WE7U" <hacker@tc.fluke.com>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
cc: APRS Spec Discussion List <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: kam & pk-88 tnc's
In-Reply-To: <LYR12892-366-2001.03.14-10.52.38--hacker#tc.fluke.com@lists.tapr.org>
Message-ID: <LYR11589-390-2001.03.14-12.24.53--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Organization: Fluke Corporation
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <Pine.GSO.4.10.10103141006140.17898-100000@dogbert.tc.fluke.com>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

On Wed, 14 Mar 2001, ANDY VE7FTR wrote:

> would anybody know the aprs settings [vhf] for the KAM [ 6.0 ver ] ALL
> MODE TNC ? and also the PK-88 aprs settings ?
> i'm using WINAPRS.

I'm not a WinAPRS user (you should know that from my .sig), but I
have run PK-88's on APRS a bunch.

Whatever you do, make sure that "mfilter" is disabled on it,
otherwise some of the non-printable MIC-E format characters will
end up getting filtered at the TNC and never making it to your
computer.

I think "mfilter 0" is what kills the filtering (tells it to filter
out the 0x00 character, which is ok).

Just a helpful hint from someone who's REALLY been there.  Of course
my computer said I was somewhere else because of "mfilter"...

Curt Mills, WE7U                         hacker.NO_*SPAM@tc.fluke.com
Senior Methods Engineer/SysAdmin
"Lotto:    A tax on people who are bad at math." -- unknown
"Windows:  Microsoft's tax on computer illiterates." -- WE7U


---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 14 12:57:39 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id MAA02547
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 14 Mar 2001 12:57:38 -0600 (CST)
Message-ID: <LYR11589-405-2001.03.14-13.13.08--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
From: "Andy  VE7FTR" <ve7ftr@home.com>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec]  kam & pk-88 tnc's
Date: Wed, 14 Mar 2001 11:00:57 -0800
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
X-Priority: 3
X-MSMail-Priority: Normal
X-MimeOLE: Produced By Microsoft MimeOLE V5.50.4522.1200
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <012401c0acb9$1ab57240$d5e44318@klvn1.bc.wave.home.com>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

OOPS....... it's ver.5.0 in the kam all mode tnc. i had to look inside
case.
tnks
andy VE7FTR

> hi
> would anybody know the aprs settings [vhf] for the KAM [ 6.0 ver ] ALL
> MODE TNC ? and also the PK-88 aprs settings ?
> i'm using WINAPRS.
> thanks
> 73.
> andy VE7FTR
>
>
> ---


---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Tue Mar 20 11:44:32 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id LAA26423
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Tue, 20 Mar 2001 11:44:25 -0600 (CST)
Errors-To: <jeff@aerodata.net>
Message-ID: <LYR11589-1674-2001.03.20-12.00.10--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Tue, 20 Mar 2001 12:41:21 -0500
From: Jeff King <jeff@aerodata.net>
Organization: Aero Data Systems, Inc.
X-Accept-Language: en
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
CC: TAPR APRS Special Interest Group <aprssig@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Remote I-Gate control, was: I'm STILL in China
References: <LYR18229-1667-2001.03.20-11.42.52--jeff#aerodata.net@lists.tapr.org>
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <3AB79641.4C8BCC6D@aerodata.net>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

Jeff Brenton wrote:

> AND the
> gates in the area are operating properly (we have 3 in the area).
> 
> But, being 20 miles from an IGate doesn't mean you're guaranteed to be on
> FINDU. One of the gates in our area has a bad receiver, and has PASSALL
> turned on, so all the garbage gets passed into internet.

And then...


WA8LMF1@aol.com wrote:

> Your D700's compressed Mic-E-format packets are being trashed by an Internet
> gateway station running an out-of-date version of WinAPRS (2.4.6) that has a
> known bug that does this (what I call the "hyper-jump" problem).   This
> problem crops up on this list about once every three months.
> 
> Again.......        YOU MUST NOT IGATE WITH WinAPRS 2.4.6 !!!!!!!


Just thinking it might be handy to have some internet remote control of the stations that
are gating.... basically a remote control that allows you to disable gating if the station
is out of control and/or out of spec. Filtering only treats the symptom of these problems,
and in fact cannot address all of them.

This would need to be written into the GUI's and applications that function as a gateway.
Someone trusted would need to hold the passcodes.

Just thinking out loud how I might address the above problem if I was in a position to
do anything about it. Feel free to file this in the round folder.

-Jeff

---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Tue Mar 20 11:51:57 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id LAA27739
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Tue, 20 Mar 2001 11:51:47 -0600 (CST)
Date: Tue, 20 Mar 2001 11:51:34 -0600
Message-Id: <LYR11589-1676-2001.03.20-12.07.31--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
From: "James Jefferson" <jjeffers@deskmedia.com>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
CC: aprsspec@lists.tapr.org
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: Remote I-Gate control, was: I'm STILL in China
X-IPAddress: 63.237.116.178
MIME-Version: 1.0
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <200103201751.LAA13304@dm.deskmedia.com>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

It's not hard to do Jeff ... just don't allow them to connect to the
server they are flooding / feeding with inappropriate data. That way
everything can be in APRSd, instead of upgrading lots of WinAPRS (and
still having the buggy WinAprs 2.4.6 out there) ... it would be almost
trivial to have the daemon check the IP of the box requesting a
connection before forking a new process.

-Jim Jefferson

> Jeff Brenton wrote:
> 
> > AND the
> > gates in the area are operating properly (we have 3 in the area).
> > 
> > But, being 20 miles from an IGate doesn't mean you're guaranteed to
be on
> > FINDU. One of the gates in our area has a bad receiver, and has
PASSALL
> > turned on, so all the garbage gets passed into internet.
> 
> And then...
> 
> 
> WA8LMF1@aol.com wrote:
> 
> > Your D700's compressed Mic-E-format packets are being trashed by an
Internet
> > gateway station running an out-of-date version of WinAPRS (2.4.6)
that has a
> > known bug that does this (what I call the "hyper-jump" problem).  
This
> > problem crops up on this list about once every three months.
> > 
> > Again.......        YOU MUST NOT IGATE WITH WinAPRS 2.4.6 !!!!!!!
> 
> 
> Just thinking it might be handy to have some internet remote control
of the stations that
> are gating.... basically a remote control that allows you to disable
gating if the station
> is out of control and/or out of spec. Filtering only treats the
symptom of these problems,
> and in fact cannot address all of them.
> 
> This would need to be written into the GUI's and applications that
function as a gateway.
> Someone trusted would need to hold the passcodes.
> 
> Just thinking out loud how I might address the above problem if I was
in a position to
> do anything about it. Feel free to file this in the round folder.
> 
> -Jeff
> 
> ---
> You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: jjeffers@deskmedia.com
> To unsubscribe send a blank email to
leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
> Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator:
wa1lou@tapr.org
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 



---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Fri Mar 23 16:07:50 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id QAA09604
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Fri, 23 Mar 2001 16:07:49 -0600 (CST)
Message-Id: <LYR11589-2541-2001.03.23-16.23.36--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Fri, 23 Mar 2001 16:08:46 -0600
From: "Rich Beckwith" <Rich@dps.state.mo.us>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] APRS Compliance
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII
Content-Disposition: inline
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <sabb7523.006@dps.state.mo.us>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit
X-MIME-Autoconverted: from quoted-printable to 8bit by tapr.org id QAA09604

It occurred to me today that testing for APRS compliance would be easier if a "test" file was available.  If it were accompanied by a check list, the APRS author could verify the results produced by his software to determine conformance to the spec.  You couldn't verify all aspects of the software this way, but it would be a great start.

Rich Beckwith - Wn0x


---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Sat Mar 24 08:41:36 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id IAA01073
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Sat, 24 Mar 2001 08:41:29 -0600 (CST)
From: Rolf Bleher <mail@Rolf-Bleher.de>
Reply-To: mail@Rolf-Bleher.de
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Message format of Kenwood radios
Date: Sat, 24 Mar 2001 13:57:03 +0100
Content-Type: text/plain
MIME-Version: 1.0
Message-Id: <LYR11589-2622-2001.03.24-08.57.23--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <01032414034501.00791@terra>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

Hello,

I'm currently programming for the XASTIR APRS software and came
along some unknown formats received from Kenwood TM-D700 radios.

They seem to use '~' for messages and acknowledges, the message end
character too is not '{' but '~' and there is a binary instead of
'ack'.

The data type '~' is defined "Do not use - TNC stream switch" in the
current version of the PARS Reference document.

Is this problem known? Is everyone implementing his own rules and
tells us he is APRS compliant? Should I implement messages this way?

Thanks and 73s
de Rolf
-- 
                                _______________________________________
  Rolf Bleher       DK7IN      /
  N52d32.660' E013d20.920'    /  Linux - life is too short for reboots
_____________________________/                http://www.dk7in.de
                                                 Rolf@dk7in.de

---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Sat Mar 24 08:49:49 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id IAA01665
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Sat, 24 Mar 2001 08:49:45 -0600 (CST)
Message-ID: <LYR11589-2623-2001.03.24-09.05.39--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Sat, 24 Mar 2001 14:48:51 +0000
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
From: Roger Barker <roger@peaksys.co.uk>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: Message format of Kenwood radios
References: <LYR13460-2622-2001.03.24-08.57.23--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists.tapr.org>
In-Reply-To: <LYR13460-2622-2001.03.24-08.57.23--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <w2$fjLATPLv6Ew80@peaksys.co.uk>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

In article <LYR13460-2622-2001.03.24-08.57.23--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists
.tapr.org>, Rolf Bleher <mail@Rolf-Bleher.de> writes
>Hello,
>
>I'm currently programming for the XASTIR APRS software and came
>along some unknown formats received from Kenwood TM-D700 radios.
>
>They seem to use '~' for messages and acknowledges, the message end
>character too is not '{' but '~' and there is a binary instead of
>'ack'.

They're UI-View format messages. They're not coming from Kenwood radios.
(I wonder why you think they are?) They have to relevance to the APRS
specification.

-- 
Roger Barker, G4IDE - roger@peaksys.co.uk
For UI-View go to - http://www.packetradio.org.uk
For WinPack go to - http://www.peaksys.co.uk
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Sat Mar 24 09:28:59 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id JAA03936
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Sat, 24 Mar 2001 09:28:55 -0600 (CST)
Message-ID: <LYR11589-2627-2001.03.24-09.44.51--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Sat, 24 Mar 2001 15:28:10 +0000
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
From: Roger Barker <roger@peaksys.co.uk>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: Message format of Kenwood radios
References: <LYR13460-2622-2001.03.24-08.57.23--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists.tapr.org>
 <LYR13460-2623-2001.03.24-09.05.39--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists.tapr.org>
In-Reply-To: <LYR13460-2623-2001.03.24-09.05.39--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <NmpQHSAK0Lv6EwaE@peaksys.co.uk>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

In article <LYR13460-2623-2001.03.24-09.05.39--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists
.tapr.org>, Roger Barker <roger@peaksys.co.uk> writes
[snip]
>
>They're UI-View format messages. They're not coming from Kenwood radios.
>(I wonder why you think they are?) They have to relevance to the APRS
                         Typo, should be "no" ^^
>specification.

-- 
Roger Barker, G4IDE - roger@peaksys.co.uk
For UI-View go to - http://www.packetradio.org.uk
For WinPack go to - http://www.peaksys.co.uk

---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Sun Mar 25 06:01:42 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id GAA11332
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Sun, 25 Mar 2001 06:01:41 -0600 (CST)
From: Rolf Bleher <mail@Rolf-Bleher.de>
Reply-To: mail@Rolf-Bleher.de
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] UI-View messages, was: Message format of Kenwood radios
Date: Sun, 25 Mar 2001 13:16:54 +0200
Content-Type: text/plain
MIME-Version: 1.0
Message-Id: <LYR11589-2729-2001.03.25-06.17.32--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <01032513330401.00742@terra>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

Hello,

> They're UI-View format messages. They're not coming from Kenwood radios.
> (I wonder why you think they are?) They have no relevance to the APRS
> specification.

Thank you Roger for pointing me to that, I thought those guys are
using TM-D700. But it could be, that they use their Kenwood
transceivers only in the car and use UI-View at home.

I now ignore that data frames. Should I do something useful with it
or is it only used for communication between two UI-View stations?

73 de Rolf
-- 
                                _______________________________________
  Rolf Bleher       DK7IN      /
  N52d32.660' E013d20.920'    /  Linux - life is too short for reboots
_____________________________/                http://www.dk7in.de
                                                 Rolf@dk7in.de

---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Sun Mar 25 06:25:49 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id GAA12229
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Sun, 25 Mar 2001 06:25:43 -0600 (CST)
Message-ID: <LYR11589-2734-2001.03.25-06.41.39--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Sun, 25 Mar 2001 13:24:18 +0100
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
From: Roger Barker <roger@peaksys.co.uk>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: UI-View messages, was: Message format of Kenwood radios
References: <LYR13460-2729-2001.03.25-06.17.32--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists.tapr.org>
In-Reply-To: <LYR13460-2729-2001.03.25-06.17.32--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <1znOiVAyNev6Ewsx@peaksys.co.uk>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

In article <LYR13460-2729-2001.03.25-06.17.32--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists
.tapr.org>, Rolf Bleher <mail@Rolf-Bleher.de> writes
>Hello,
>
>> They're UI-View format messages. They're not coming from Kenwood radios.
>> (I wonder why you think they are?) They have no relevance to the APRS
>> specification.
>
>Thank you Roger for pointing me to that, I thought those guys are
>using TM-D700. But it could be, that they use their Kenwood
>transceivers only in the car and use UI-View at home.
>
>I now ignore that data frames. Should I do something useful with it
>or is it only used for communication between two UI-View stations?

I would ignore it. I don't think there's any point in supporting it in
other software.

-- 
Roger Barker, G4IDE - roger@peaksys.co.uk
For UI-View go to - http://www.packetradio.org.uk
For WinPack go to - http://www.peaksys.co.uk
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Tue Mar 27 11:26:31 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id LAA26102
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Tue, 27 Mar 2001 11:26:28 -0600 (CST)
Message-Id: <LYR11589-3119-2001.03.27-11.42.31--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Tue, 27 Mar 2001 11:26:18 -0600
From: Timothy J Salo <tjs@tc.umn.edu>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <iss.2fb0.3ac0cd3a.adbcc.1@garnet.tc.umn.edu>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

> Date: Fri, 23 Mar 2001 16:08:46 -0600
> From: "Rich Beckwith" <Rich@dps.state.mo.us>
> Subject: [aprsspec] APRS Compliance
> 
> It occurred to me today that testing for APRS compliance would be easier
> if a "test" file was available.  If it were accompanied by a check list,
> the APRS author could verify the results produced by his software to
> determine conformance to the spec.  You couldn't verify all aspects of the
> software this way, but it would be a great start.

A few thoughts:

o	First, there needs to be a generally accepted understanding of
	what "APRS compliance" means.  For example, does it mean
	"this implementation conforms to the APRS specification", or
	does it mean "this implementation passes a certification test suite
	that Bob Bruninga talked about creating"?  I strongly favor
	language that differentiates these two concepts, perhaps
	"compliance" versus "certification".

o	Second, what does it mean to "conform to the APRS specification"?
	Does an implementation need to correctly receive all formats in
	the specification, or just some?  Does an implementation need to
	be able to transmit all formats in the specification?  Can a
	tracker ever be "APRS compliant", since it can't send messages?
	
	I believe that it would be useful to create different classes of
	APRS devices (analogous to what are often called "profiles" in
	other standards work).  That way, a tracker could be "APRS
	compliant" if it conforms to the tracker profile, without 
	having to have a graphical user interface.

	The APRS specification never cleanly separated protocol issues
	from user interface issues.  I believe that this will tend to
	confuse discussions about "APRS compliance".  Is an implementation
	"APRS compliant" if it conforms to the protocol specification, but
	not to the commentary in the APRS specification about user
	interfaces?  (Personally, I think it was a mistake to include
	user interface issues in the APRS protocol specification, largely
	for this reason.)

o	Third, it would be very useful for a third party (i.e., not the
	developer of APRS code) to determine APRS compliance.  During the
	development of the APRS specification a number of developers
	said things of the sort "No, the specification must be wrong,
	because my code does it differently."

o	Fourth, the development of a good test suite is a very tedious
	process.  Plus, this difficulty is likely to be compounded by
	complaints from developers whose code fails a particular test.
	On the other hand, this is part of the maturation process for
	any protocol specification.  The specification is, in some sense,
	tested every time two parties discuss whether a particular
	format or sequence conforms to the specification.  Perhaps, the
	result of these discussions is that the specification is
	incomplete, inconsistent, or vague, and needs to be enhanced.

o	Finally, there is the issue of whether developers particularly
	care whether their implementation conforms to the APRS specification.
	I believe that during the development of the APRS protocol
	specification one or more developers said, more or less, "I
	don't care what the specification says, this is what my code is
	going to do." <Insert long, extended debate about advantages of
	open source implementations here, or not...>  <Insert another
	long extended debate about the importance of interoperability
	of APRS implementations here...>

A freely available test suite, plus a publicly available compilation of
test results would, in my opinion, be a very good thing.

-tjs


---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Tue Mar 27 11:39:33 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id LAA27865
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Tue, 27 Mar 2001 11:39:27 -0600 (CST)
Message-ID: <LYR11589-3124-2001.03.27-11.55.30--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Tue, 27 Mar 2001 18:38:41 +0100
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
From: Roger Barker <roger@peaksys.co.uk>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
References: <LYR13460-3119-2001.03.27-11.42.31--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists.tapr.org>
In-Reply-To: <LYR13460-3119-2001.03.27-11.42.31--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <4Q89aXAhANw6EwH7@peaksys.co.uk>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

In article <LYR13460-3119-2001.03.27-11.42.31--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists
.tapr.org>, Timothy J Salo <tjs@tc.umn.edu> writes
[snip]
>o      Fourth, the development of a good test suite is a very tedious
>       process. 
[snip]

And, without a good deal of care, will not be usable to test some
programs, if they do not normally process the typical, simplistic,
monitored data output from a TNC.

-- 
Roger Barker, G4IDE - roger@peaksys.co.uk
For UI-View go to - http://www.packetradio.org.uk
For WinPack go to - http://www.peaksys.co.uk
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Tue Mar 27 16:50:41 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id QAA03664
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Tue, 27 Mar 2001 16:50:39 -0600 (CST)
Message-Id: <LYR11589-3181-2001.03.27-17.06.40--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Tue, 27 Mar 2001 16:50:23 -0600
From: Timothy J Salo <tjs@tc.umn.edu>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <iss.1780.3ac1192f.335f7.1@garnet.tc.umn.edu>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

> Timothy J Salo <tjs@tc.umn.edu> writes:
> >o      Fourth, the development of a good test suite is a very tedious
> >       process.
> 
> And, without a good deal of care, will not be usable to test some
> programs, if they do not normally process the typical, simplistic,
> monitored data output from a TNC.

The TNC/PC interface is, from the perspective of the APRS protocol
specification, an interface internal to an APRS station.  The APRS protocol
specification should make no reference to this [internal and optional]
interface (although I haven't reviewed the spec with this topic in mind).

I believe that it is far more appropriate for an APRS protocol test suite
to be expressed as raw AX.25 frames (which reflect the objective of the
protocol specification, namely to specify correct on-the-air formats and
protocols).

Of course, this leaves the challenges of representing on-the-air AX.25
packets (I believe that the TAPR TNC2 THN/Host interface is a poor choice)
and getting the test packets into an APRS implementation (if I had time, 
I would try wiring two 1200 bps TNCs or modems back to back to see if
they would transfer packets).

-tjs
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Tue Mar 27 21:18:43 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id VAA22109
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Tue, 27 Mar 2001 21:18:38 -0600 (CST)
From: "Cap Pennell" <cap@cruzio.com>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] RE: APRS/Beacon Net differences
Date: Tue, 27 Mar 2001 19:18:00 -0800
Message-ID: <LYR11589-3207-2001.03.27-21.34.44--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="US-ASCII"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
X-Priority: 3 (Normal)
X-MSMail-Priority: Normal
X-MimeOLE: Produced By Microsoft MimeOLE V5.50.4133.2400
Importance: Normal
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <FIEAIFCMLKNIKJPNFHPJMELMCPAA.cap@cruzio.com>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

Ev W2EV wrote to APRSSIG:
<snip>
> Again...(I keep saying this over and over) this is not to say that
> BEACONet is better than APRS...it's just different...but not so
> different as to keep APRSdos and UI-View users from participating if
> they so choose.
>
> Regards,
> Ev, W2EV

Even WinAPRS (still the most popular software) and the Kenwood radio
operators could participate if you changed your "BEACONet Protocol" just a
_little_ bit.  That could greatly increase BEACONet's acceptance, Ev, and I
believe it would be well worth the effort.

You write at
http://www.rochesterny.org/beaconet/information/BEACONet%20Protocol.txt :

BEACONet(tm) To-Call Field Parsing (vers. Alpha.08):

A Destination-call or To-Call of CQ or BEACON  may be used.
When done so, it should be understood as a valid BEACONet
frame, with station information "undisclosed".

Otherwise, the embedded information in the To-Call takes the
format of BSNPAH-D where:

B = Band from Table 1
S = Sub-band from Table 1
N = Network Function. See Table 7 and associated notes.
P = Power Output (not ERP) from Table 2
A = Antenna Influence from Table 3
H = Height Above Average Terrain from Table 4
D = Directivity from Table 5
<snip>


The 3 Bytes that cause your proposed incompatibility with some software and
the Kenwood radios are the first two characters of the AX.25 Destination
Address (which your protocol uses for "transmit frequency" info, "B" and
"S"), and the SSID which you use for "Antenna Directivity" ("D").

All except B, S, and N can be relayed with the use of PHG (which even
WinAPRS understands) as in other AP* flavors.
What about the idea of keeping your B, S, and N in there using something
like
APbsn
and using PHG for the other info.
Maybe even throw another letter in there after the AP to specifically
designate BEACONet.  Looks like B is still available.  Then it would be
APBbsn

This small change would eliminate all incompatibility with ALL the flavors
of software AND the Kenwood radios.

Since you already state that a "valid BEACONet frame, with station
information undisclosed" is allowable, why not make this small compromise to
allow so many more people to participate?
73, Cap KE6AFE
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 02:16:47 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id CAA13671
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 02:16:42 -0600 (CST)
Message-ID: <LYR11589-3241-2001.03.28-02.32.37--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 09:15:27 +0100
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
From: Roger Barker <roger@peaksys.co.uk>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
References: <LYR13460-3181-2001.03.27-17.06.40--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists.tapr.org>
In-Reply-To: <LYR13460-3181-2001.03.27-17.06.40--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <DkDzngAf2Zw6EwCv@peaksys.co.uk>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

In article <LYR13460-3181-2001.03.27-17.06.40--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists
.tapr.org>, Timothy J Salo <tjs@tc.umn.edu> writes
[snip]
>
>I believe that it is far more appropriate for an APRS protocol test suite
>to be expressed as raw AX.25 frames (which reflect the objective of the
>protocol specification, namely to specify correct on-the-air formats and
>protocols).

Yes, I think that's definitely the best approach.

>Of course, this leaves the challenges of representing on-the-air AX.25
>packets (I believe that the TAPR TNC2 THN/Host interface is a poor choice)
>and getting the test packets into an APRS implementation (if I had time, 
>I would try wiring two 1200 bps TNCs or modems back to back to see if
>they would transfer packets).

It usually works ok.

-- 
Roger Barker, G4IDE - roger@peaksys.co.uk
For UI-View go to - http://www.packetradio.org.uk
For WinPack go to - http://www.peaksys.co.uk
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 06:04:54 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id GAA00751
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 06:04:49 -0600 (CST)
Message-Id: <LYR11589-3289-2001.03.28-06.20.51--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 07:04:34 -0500
x-sender: sdimse@earthlink.net
From: Steve Dimse <k4hg@tapr.org>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <200103281204.EAA00161@falcon.prod.itd.earthlink.net>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

On 3/27/01 5:50 PM Timothy J Salo (tjs@tc.umn.edu) wrote:

>The TNC/PC interface is, from the perspective of the APRS protocol
>specification, an interface internal to an APRS station.  The APRS protocol
>specification should make no reference to this [internal and optional]
>interface (although I haven't reviewed the spec with this topic in mind).
>
Actually, no. Part of the spec, the "third party format", makes the TNC 
text external to the station. Even a hypothetical client program that 
only operated in KISS mode is still going to have to have the capability 
to parse the TNC text format.

>I believe that it is far more appropriate for an APRS protocol test suite
>to be expressed as raw AX.25 frames (which reflect the objective of the
>protocol specification, namely to specify correct on-the-air formats and
>protocols).
>
To the best of my knowledge, all APRS programs accept the text format of 
input. By "raw AX.25 frames" I presume you are proposing a new file 
format with just the binary data, correct? TTBOMK, no APRS program 
accepts this format. Therefore, in order to use the test suite, each 
author must add code to their program, code which is otherwise worthless, 
and could be another source of errors. Alternatively, someone must write 
programs to transmit the info on the air (or two TNC's back to back). 
This would allow people other than the programmers to perform the test, 
but requires setting up hardware.

If it were a TNC text file, click open and you are testing. 

What precisly do you gain by using this format other than being more pure?

Steve K4HG
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 07:02:45 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id HAA03525
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 07:02:43 -0600 (CST)
Message-ID: <LYR11589-3295-2001.03.28-07.18.46--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 14:02:05 +0100
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
From: Roger Barker <roger@peaksys.co.uk>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
References: <LYR13460-3289-2001.03.28-06.20.51--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists.tapr.org>
In-Reply-To: <LYR13460-3289-2001.03.28-06.20.51--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <8D3MuJANDew6EwW6@peaksys.co.uk>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

In article <LYR13460-3289-2001.03.28-06.20.51--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists
.tapr.org>, Steve Dimse <k4hg@tapr.org> writes
>On 3/27/01 5:50 PM Timothy J Salo (tjs@tc.umn.edu) wrote:
>
>>The TNC/PC interface is, from the perspective of the APRS protocol
>>specification, an interface internal to an APRS station.  The APRS protocol
>>specification should make no reference to this [internal and optional]
>>interface (although I haven't reviewed the spec with this topic in mind).
>>
>Actually, no. Part of the spec, the "third party format", makes the TNC 
>text external to the station. Even a hypothetical client program that 
>only operated in KISS mode is still going to have to have the capability 
>to parse the TNC text format.
[snip]

Programs may be able to parse "TNC text format" embedded in a third
party frame, but that may not be the format of the input to the program.
The input to the program may be KISS frames, WA8DED host mode frames,
etc. You cannot use "TNC text" as the input to a program that is
expecting to see KISS frames, on the grounds that somewhere in its
processing it can handle that data. To handle "TNC text" as the program
input would require compliance testing to be done on a special version
of the program with some sort of input "hook" added.

Even if the program uses a TNC in terminal mode, and accepts "TNC text"
input, it may choose not to take the "normal" approach of discarding the
frame type information before it leaves the TNC. Therefore input like
"G4IDE>APRS:Information field goes here" may be discarded.

-- 
Roger Barker, G4IDE - roger@peaksys.co.uk
For UI-View go to - http://www.packetradio.org.uk
For WinPack go to - http://www.peaksys.co.uk
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 07:47:19 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id HAA05379
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 07:47:15 -0600 (CST)
Message-Id: <LYR11589-3301-2001.03.28-08.03.16--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 08:46:54 -0500
x-sender: sdimse@earthlink.net
From: Steve Dimse <k4hg@tapr.org>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <200103281346.FAA22345@gull.prod.itd.earthlink.net>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

On 3/28/01 8:02 AM Roger Barker (roger@peaksys.co.uk) wrote:

>Programs may be able to parse "TNC text format" embedded in a third
>party frame, but that may not be the format of the input to the program.
>The input to the program may be KISS frames, WA8DED host mode frames,
>etc. You cannot use "TNC text" as the input to a program that is
>expecting to see KISS frames, on the grounds that somewhere in its
>processing it can handle that data. To handle "TNC text" as the program
>input would require compliance testing to be done on a special version
>of the program with some sort of input "hook" added.
>
I am aware, and stated, that you cannot feed TNC text into a program that 
is expecting KISS mode. My statement was that no program accepts input 
exclusively in these modes, to the best of my knowledge.

Are you saying that UIView does not work with a TNC in text mode? I will 
admit that my experience with your program is extremely limited, but I'm 
surprised your users haven't asked for that feature, if for not other 
reason than to import tracks retrieved with the findu rawposit script.

If your program does accept this input format, do you know of any other 
program that does not? Even if yours, or another program will not, how 
hard is it to add that, since you already must process the format in the 
third party packet?

Compare that effort to that required of _every_ author to support a new 
file format.

And again, what does the proposed format provide that a TNC text format 
does not?

>Even if the program uses a TNC in terminal mode, and accepts "TNC text"
>input, it may choose not to take the "normal" approach of discarding the
>frame type information before it leaves the TNC. Therefore input like
>"G4IDE>APRS:Information field goes here" may be discarded.
>
Sorry, I don't follow this, can you elaborate?

Steve K4HG
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 08:24:19 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id IAA07289
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 08:24:16 -0600 (CST)
Message-ID: <LYR11589-3305-2001.03.28-08.40.12--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 15:23:12 +0100
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
From: Roger Barker <roger@peaksys.co.uk>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
References: <LYR13460-3301-2001.03.28-08.03.16--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists.tapr.org>
In-Reply-To: <LYR13460-3301-2001.03.28-08.03.16--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <8Swca4AQPfw6EwHl@peaksys.co.uk>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

In article <LYR13460-3301-2001.03.28-08.03.16--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists
.tapr.org>, Steve Dimse <k4hg@tapr.org> writes
[snip]
>
>Are you saying that UIView does not work with a TNC in text mode? I will 
>admit that my experience with your program is extremely limited, but I'm 
>surprised your users haven't asked for that feature, if for not other 
>reason than to import tracks retrieved with the findu rawposit script.

It supports terminal mode, but to accept the simple format I quoted, and
the format you are presumably referring to as "TNC text" -
G4IDE>APRS:Information field goes here
Is an "only use this input format if you really have to" option.

It's not a problem for me, because I'm well capable of putting together
an input converter to read the TNC text, and output it as UI KISS
frames.

However, as development of APRS compatible software outside the USA
hopefully increases, this problem is likely to affect other apps. There
are parts of the world where the "normal" TNC is, for instance, a TNC2
with WA8DED/TF firmware.

So I'm only expressing an opinion on what I think is a desirable format
for test data, not pointing out an insurmountable problem.

[snip]
>Compare that effort to that required of _every_ author to support a new 
>file format.

I don't quite see it like that. If someone is going to make the huge
effort to produce a "test suite", I would have thought it was better to
provide a reference set of KISS frames, that can be very easily
converted into any input format the author may require. A binary
representation of a frame is a more reliable definition than something
that has supposedly come out of a TNC2 with a particular set of
parameters configured.

>And again, what does the proposed format provide that a TNC text format 
>does not?

See above.

-- 
Roger Barker, G4IDE - roger@peaksys.co.uk
For UI-View go to - http://www.packetradio.org.uk
For WinPack go to - http://www.peaksys.co.uk
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 09:15:29 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id JAA09958
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 09:15:27 -0600 (CST)
Message-Id: <LYR11589-3318-2001.03.28-09.31.31--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 09:16:29 -0600
From: "Rich Beckwith" <Rich@dps.state.mo.us>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII
Content-Disposition: inline
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <sac1ac00.071@dps.state.mo.us>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit
X-MIME-Autoconverted: from quoted-printable to 8bit by tapr.org id JAA09958

>>Are you saying that UIView does not work with a TNC in text mode? I will 
>>admit that my experience with your program is extremely limited, but I'm 
>>surprised your users haven't asked for that feature, if for not other 
>>reason than to import tracks retrieved with the findu rawposit script.

>It supports terminal mode, but to accept the simple format I quoted, and
>the format you are presumably referring to as "TNC text" -
>G4IDE>APRS:Information field goes here
>Is an "only use this input format if you really have to" option.

Did I miss something?  Isn't most of the APRS Spec based on the "simple" terminal format?
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 09:20:52 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id JAA10427
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 09:20:47 -0600 (CST)
X-Authentication-Warning: bigsky.antelope.net: jmaslak owned process doing -bs
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 08:23:09 -0700 (MST)
From: Joel Maslak <jmaslak@antelope.net>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
cc: APRS Spec Discussion List <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
In-Reply-To: <LYR21162-3318-2001.03.28-09.31.31--jmaslak#antelope.net@lists.tapr.org>
Message-ID: <LYR11589-3321-2001.03.28-09.36.50--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <Pine.LNX.4.21.0103280822170.20026-100000@bigsky.antelope.net>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

On Wed, 28 Mar 2001, Rich Beckwith wrote:

> Did I miss something?  Isn't most of the APRS Spec based on the
> "simple" terminal format?

Yes - but I think we should also test the program's ability to deal with
unusual control characters in the data stream, since it happens in real
life (TNCs break, people do compressed mail transfers on 144.39, etc)...

-- 
Joel
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 09:26:00 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id JAA10677
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 09:25:54 -0600 (CST)
Mime-Version: 1.0
Message-Id: <LYR11589-3323-2001.03.28-09.41.59--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 10:17:12 -0500
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
From: Mark Sproul <msproul@jove.rutgers.edu>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" ; format="flowed"
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <a05010425b6e7af301894@[128.6.238.130]>
 <LYR11591-3301-2001.03.28-08.03.16--kb2ici#amsat.org@lists.tapr.org>
 <LYR11591-3301-2001.03.28-08.03.16--kb2ici#amsat.org@lists.tapr.org>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

><SMIP>



>If your program does accept this input format, do you know of any other
>program that does not? Even if yours, or another program will not, how
>hard is it to add that, since you already must process the format in the
>third party packet?
>
>Compare that effort to that required of _every_ author to support a new
>file format.
>
>And again, what does the proposed format provide that a TNC text format
>does not?


I agree with Steve, the text mode format is an easy to read text file 
that can be parsed by hand and characters counted.  If you had a 
binary format test suite, it would require special programs to 
create, edit, and view the data. Since its purpose would be to test 
APRS programs, using an APRS program to view the data would not be 
sufficient.


Mark
-- 
------------------------------------------------------------------
Mark Sproul      http://ecs.rutgers.edu  | msproul@jove.rutgers.edu
Manager - Engineering Computing Services | 732-445-3121
Eng B-124-C                              |
------------------------------------------------------------------
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 09:26:22 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id JAA10690
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 09:26:15 -0600 (CST)
Mime-Version: 1.0
Message-Id: <LYR11589-3324-2001.03.28-09.42.10--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 10:24:42 -0500
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
From: Mark Sproul <msproul@jove.rutgers.edu>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" ; format="flowed"
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <a05010426b6e7b13491e9@[128.6.238.130]>
 <LYR11591-3295-2001.03.28-07.18.46--kb2ici#amsat.org@lists.tapr.org>
 <LYR13460-3289-2001.03.28-06.20.51--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists.tapr.org>
 <LYR11591-3295-2001.03.28-07.18.46--kb2ici#amsat.org@lists.tapr.org>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

>
>[snip]
>
>Programs may be able to parse "TNC text format" embedded in a third
>party frame, but that may not be the format of the input to the program.
>The input to the program may be KISS frames, WA8DED host mode frames,
>etc. You cannot use "TNC text" as the input to a program that is
>expecting to see KISS frames, on the grounds that somewhere in its
>processing it can handle that data. To handle "TNC text" as the program
>input would require compliance testing to be done on a special version
>of the program with some sort of input "hook" added.
>


I disagree with this.  WinAPRS supports both normal TEXT mode TNCs 
and KISS mode.  Additionally it supports AGWPE, in all 3 cases, the 
parsing code converts the "frame" into an internal format before any 
"APRS" parsing begins.  This is the part the separates out the source 
call, the destination call, the digis, etc.  Therefore the test suite 
from a NORMAL text file test the SAME parser as other modes use.  The 
difference is I do not have any code to read a "binary" kiss mode 
file.  Even if you were to have a KISS mode file, you have issues as 
to if it has the fill characters inserted or removed.

If a particular program needed to use KISS mode files.  I would 
expect that author to write his own program to convert normal text 
mode files to KISS files for ingesting into the program itself.  The 
"official" files need to be easily read by anyone with a text editor.


Mark
-- 
------------------------------------------------------------------
Mark Sproul      http://ecs.rutgers.edu  | msproul@jove.rutgers.edu
Manager - Engineering Computing Services | 732-445-3121
Eng B-124-C                              |
------------------------------------------------------------------

---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 09:44:44 2001
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Message-Id: <LYR11589-3329-2001.03.28-10.00.43--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
X-Sender: dvanhorn@mail.cedar.net
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 10:43:03 -0500
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
From: David VanHorn <dvanhorn@cedar.net>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
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Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
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X-Message-Id: <4.3.2.7.2.20010328103618.032efe10@mail.cedar.net>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk



Would it be a useful thing, if I was to create a small box that output 
APRS-Talk, in both correct and munged form?

I'm thinking an AVR (because I prefer them) Max232 chip, and not much else, 
which could be reloaded with new firmware by anyone at near zero cost.

I'd need definitions of properly formatted messages, and I could have it 
spit out "canned" errors, as well as randomly bash a byte or two in each 
message.  It would look like a TNC to the program.

It could even be made to accept commands like a TNC, though that adds 
another layer of complication.

Since the first half (correct packets and canned errors) would be 
absolutely repeatable, it should make testing very simple.
If the authors feed me any problems they pick up, then I can put that in to 
the next rev, as a specific test.

My only question would be rom capacity, might have to add an external 
EEPROM if the canned part gets too large, which would take a second layer 
of no-cost programming to reload as needed..

If succesful, we could end up with a cheap and repeatable way to verify 
compliance.

--
Dave's Engineering Page: http://www.dvanhorn.org
Where's dave? http://www.findu.com/cgi-bin/find.cgi?kc6ete-9
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 09:55:02 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id JAA11791
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 09:54:57 -0600 (CST)
Mime-Version: 1.0
Message-Id: <LYR11589-3331-2001.03.28-10.10.59--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
In-Reply-To: <4.3.2.7.2.20010328103618.032efe10@mail.cedar.net>
References: <4.3.2.7.2.20010328103618.032efe10@mail.cedar.net>
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 10:50:22 -0500
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
From: Mark Sproul <msproul@jove.rutgers.edu>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" ; format="flowed"
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <a05010427b6e7b7fe2a1f@[128.6.238.130]>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

At 10:43 AM -0500 3/28/01, David VanHorn wrote:
>Would it be a useful thing, if I was to create a small box that 
>output APRS-Talk, in both correct and munged form?
>
>I'm thinking an AVR (because I prefer them) Max232 chip, and not 
>much else, which could be reloaded with new firmware by anyone at 
>near zero cost.
>
>I'd need definitions of properly formatted messages, and I could 
>have it spit out "canned" errors, as well as randomly bash a byte or 
>two in each message.  It would look like a TNC to the program.


The way I do it is much simpler, I hook 2 computers to each other via 
a serial port. On one, I run APRS (Mac or Win)  on the other, I use a 
terminal program to dump the text file out the serial port.  I can 
now send any of the 100's of log files that I have (most from 
debugging user reported problems) to the program for a real "live" 
simulation.  I have even done this using 2 serial ports on the same 
computer. Either way, it works well, costs nothing, and I can send 
what ever files I want.


Mark
-- 
------------------------------------------------------------------
Mark Sproul      http://ecs.rutgers.edu  | msproul@jove.rutgers.edu
Manager - Engineering Computing Services | 732-445-3121
Eng B-124-C                              |
------------------------------------------------------------------
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 09:57:43 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id JAA12152
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 09:57:40 -0600 (CST)
Message-Id: <LYR11589-3332-2001.03.28-10.13.46--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
X-Sender: dvanhorn@mail.cedar.net
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 10:56:13 -0500
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
From: David VanHorn <dvanhorn@cedar.net>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
In-Reply-To: <LYR11608-3331-2001.03.28-10.10.59--dvanhorn#cedar.net@list
 s.tapr.org>
References: <4.3.2.7.2.20010328103618.032efe10@mail.cedar.net>
 <4.3.2.7.2.20010328103618.032efe10@mail.cedar.net>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <4.3.2.7.2.20010328105546.032923d0@mail.cedar.net>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk


>
>The way I do it is much simpler, I hook 2 computers to each other via a 
>serial port. On one, I run APRS (Mac or Win)  on the other, I use a 
>terminal program to dump the text file out the serial port.  I can now 
>send any of the 100's of log files that I have (most from debugging user 
>reported problems) to the program for a real "live" simulation.  I have 
>even done this using 2 serial ports on the same computer. Either way, it 
>works well, costs nothing, and I can send what ever files I want.

Ok, that works for me..
Do we need web space to host these test files?

--
Dave's Engineering Page: http://www.dvanhorn.org
Where's dave? http://www.findu.com/cgi-bin/find.cgi?kc6ete-9
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 10:01:41 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id KAA12273
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 10:01:36 -0600 (CST)
X-Authentication-Warning: bigsky.antelope.net: jmaslak owned process doing -bs
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 09:04:03 -0700 (MST)
From: Joel Maslak <jmaslak@antelope.net>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
cc: APRS Spec Discussion List <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
In-Reply-To: <LYR21162-3329-2001.03.28-10.00.43--jmaslak#antelope.net@lists.tapr.org>
Message-ID: <LYR11589-3333-2001.03.28-10.17.42--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <Pine.LNX.4.21.0103280853100.20063-100000@bigsky.antelope.net>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

On Wed, 28 Mar 2001, David VanHorn wrote:

<Talking about hardware device>
> If succesful, we could end up with a cheap and repeatable way to verify 
> compliance.

The concern I have with this:

How do you test the Ham Hud 3 with it's internal packet modem?

Other than this, I really like this idea, and it seems clearly the way to
do it.

I might suggest, though, that you look at the Palm Pilot.  Not only could
it send the packets just fine, but it could ask questions like, "I just
sent a message from N7XUC-13 to N7XUC-1.  Does the program alert you to
this? <YES/no>".  I can't think of any other way to test things like
message reception (yes, it acks, but did it actually receive it?) and
bullettin overwriting (newer bulletins overwrite older ones).

The hard part of this isn't the Palm Pilot programming.  The hard part is
the script the program runs.

I propose the following "language" for writing a script.  If someone
writes a script using this language, I'll test it.

(I don't know if I got the packet format right)

(note that I quote *'s - since * becomes a wildcard)

T Messaging Test
S N7XUC>WIDE\*,APZCRT::N7XUC-1  :Test Message {322
E 60 N7XUC-1>*:N7XUC    :ack{322
P Did the "Test Message" I just sent display properly?
R Yes
R No
C Yes

"T" is the command to start a text.  One argument is given, the name of
the test (so it can be put on a report).
"S" means "SEND"
"E" means "EXPECT".  It takes two parameters, a timeout in seconds and
what it expects.
"P" means "PROMPT".  It asks the user a question.  It takes one argument,
the question.
"R" means "RESPONSE".  This is only valid following a "PROMPT".  Each
of these gives a valid response.
"C" manes "CORRECT".  This is the answer that SHOULD be given.

If any one of these fails, all the other "S"ends should be sent in that
command and no "E" or "P"s should be processed until the next "T".

-- 
Joel
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 10:32:08 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id KAA14248
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 10:31:59 -0600 (CST)
Message-Id: <LYR11589-3339-2001.03.28-10.48.05--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 10:32:51 -0600
From: "Rich Beckwith" <Rich@dps.state.mo.us>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII
Content-Disposition: inline
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <sac1bdf0.091@dps.state.mo.us>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit
X-MIME-Autoconverted: from quoted-printable to 8bit by tapr.org id KAA14248

My guess is that whether the software is accepting data from a TNC, IP, AGWPE or Text file, most programs will use the same parser engine, and it will be based on the "simple" terminal data formats found in the APRS Spec.

A text file is portable and easy to transmit, and I suspect most APRS programs have the ability to read them already.

The issue as I see it is documentable results.  I can hang out on second.aprs.net for a month at a time, but unless I know what is SUPPOSED to happen I will probably miss some things.  The real value of a test file is the accompanying document that describes what should of happened, i.e. a digi with a "N" overlay at this coordinate, an object at this coordinate with this symbol and this overlay etc.

I never proposed that the test file should be the ultimate test of APRS compliance.  It it would be a great tool for developers who want to test their software against some sort of known standard.

Regards,

Rich - Wn0x
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 10:42:45 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id KAA14806
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 10:42:41 -0600 (CST)
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 10:42:29 -0600
Message-Id: <LYR11589-3342-2001.03.28-10.58.44--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
From: "James Jefferson" <jjeffers@deskmedia.com>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
X-IPAddress: 209.83.83.22
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <200103281642.KAA14772@dm.deskmedia.com>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk


An internet server like aprsserve could stream out a test file for the
PC programs (doesn't help much for things like radios with built-in
APRS, unless you gate it back out to RF).

You could take it a step further and have the internet server send you
message packets telling the operator to test a function of the program
(ie beacon a position) and then send back a message saying that it was
done correctly.

To test sending capabilities from radio's like the D700 you could send a
message to the server saying "I'm about to test ... tell me if this is
properly formated"  - then send your packet - then wait for a response
back.

Hopefully what I wrote is coherent ... I woke up waaaay to early this
morning.

-James Jefferson KB0THN
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 11:00:31 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id LAA15910
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 11:00:27 -0600 (CST)
Message-Id: <LYR11589-3347-2001.03.28-11.16.34--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 12:00:17 -0500
x-sender: sdimse@earthlink.net
From: Steve Dimse <k4hg@tapr.org>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <200103281700.JAA19457@harrier.prod.itd.earthlink.net>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

On 3/28/01 9:23 AM Roger Barker (roger@peaksys.co.uk) wrote:

>I don't quite see it like that. If someone is going to make the huge
>effort to produce a "test suite", I would have thought it was better to
>provide a reference set of KISS frames, that can be very easily
>converted into any input format the author may require. A binary
>representation of a frame is a more reliable definition than something
>that has supposedly come out of a TNC2 with a particular set of
>parameters configured.
>
How are these going to be created and edited? To do KISS frames directly, 
you would either need to use a hex editor, which would be very tedious, 
or write a custom editing engine. Anyone that wanted to look at the test 
suite would either have to get the editing program, or go to the trouble 
of converting them by hand. Seems like a needlessly complex method.

Since you are proposing to require a conversion routine to go from KISS 
to text, why not write and edit in the more easily readable and usable 
format, and convert to KISS for those few apps that need it?

Can you describe an instance that has any relavence to the APRS spec, 
where the tnc-text would not be representative of the KISS format, and 
could not be easily converted?

Steve K4HG

---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 11:10:36 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id LAA16484
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 11:10:32 -0600 (CST)
Message-Id: <LYR11589-3348-2001.03.28-11.26.35--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
X-Sender: dvanhorn@mail.cedar.net
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 12:08:54 -0500
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
From: David VanHorn <dvanhorn@cedar.net>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
Cc: APRS Spec Discussion List <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
In-Reply-To: <Pine.LNX.4.21.0103280853100.20063-100000@bigsky.antelope.n
 et>
References: <LYR21162-3329-2001.03.28-10.00.43--jmaslak#antelope.net@lists.tapr.org>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <4.3.2.7.2.20010328111608.036e6c50@mail.cedar.net>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk


>
>How do you test the Ham Hud 3 with it's internal packet modem?

Use another TNC to feed it stuff.




>The hard part of this isn't the Palm Pilot programming.  The hard part is 
>the script the program runs.

It's a platform, but I don't have tools for it.










--
Dave's Engineering Page: http://www.dvanhorn.org
Where's dave? http://www.findu.com/cgi-bin/find.cgi?kc6ete-9
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 11:33:32 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id LAA18573
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 11:33:29 -0600 (CST)
X-Authentication-Warning: arctic.usna.edu: bruninga owned process doing -bs
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 12:32:36 -0500 (EST)
From: Bob Bruninga <bruninga@usna.edu>
X-Sender: bruninga@arctic
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
cc: APRS Spec Discussion List <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
In-Reply-To: <LYR11586-3332-2001.03.28-10.13.46--bruninga#nadn.navy.mil@lists.tapr.org>
Message-ID: <LYR11589-3352-2001.03.28-11.49.28--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <Pine.GSO.4.05L.10103281229060.20688-100000@arctic>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

On Wed, 28 Mar 2001, David VanHorn wrote about the APRS test files.

> Do we need web space to host these test files?

I began a test file long ago, it takes a lot of work.  Because each format
packet should be self explainatory.  So that the viewer does not have to
hand analyze each one to see if it is correct or not.

For example a COMPRESSED posit packet might include this text:

 HEADER:POSIT-FORMAT..."This is at the Washington Monumnet"

Thus if its there, it worked.  If its not there, its broke.


Just sending a whole bunch of packets is a waste of time, unless they are
"self-proving"...  That is where the creativity and effort is involved in
building the test suite...

de WB4APR, Bob
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 11:42:38 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id LAA19012
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 11:42:29 -0600 (CST)
Message-Id: <LYR11589-3361-2001.03.28-11.58.30--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
X-Sender: dvanhorn@mail.cedar.net
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 12:40:47 -0500
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
From: David VanHorn <dvanhorn@cedar.net>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
Cc: APRS Spec Discussion List <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
In-Reply-To: <LYR11608-3352-2001.03.28-11.49.28--dvanhorn#cedar.net@list
 s.tapr.org>
References: <LYR11586-3332-2001.03.28-10.13.46--bruninga#nadn.navy.mil@lists.tapr.org>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <4.3.2.7.2.20010328123609.034e8ac0@mail.cedar.net>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

At 12:32 PM 3/28/01 -0500, Bob Bruninga wrote:
>On Wed, 28 Mar 2001, David VanHorn wrote about the APRS test files.
>
> > Do we need web space to host these test files?
>
>I began a test file long ago, it takes a lot of work.  Because each format
>packet should be self explainatory.  So that the viewer does not have to
>hand analyze each one to see if it is correct or not.
>
>For example a COMPRESSED posit packet might include this text:
>
>  HEADER:POSIT-FORMAT..."This is at the Washington Monumnet"
>
>Thus if its there, it worked.  If its not there, its broke.


That's cool, but you could also have a file of data that is known to create 
"problem X". You download it, play it to your system, and debug till not 
"problem X".

You can also have large "wads" of correct packets in all their various 
forms, which systems must accept without crashing.

--
Dave's Engineering Page: http://www.dvanhorn.org
Where's dave? http://www.findu.com/cgi-bin/find.cgi?kc6ete-9
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 11:57:47 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id LAA19924
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 11:57:43 -0600 (CST)
Message-Id: <LYR11589-3365-2001.03.28-12.13.45--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 11:58:32 -0600
From: "Rich Beckwith" <Rich@dps.state.mo.us>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII
Content-Disposition: inline
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <sac1d208.025@dps.state.mo.us>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit
X-MIME-Autoconverted: from quoted-printable to 8bit by tapr.org id LAA19924

This is where "categories" of APRS devices would be nice.  My primary interest has to do with the way objects are displayed on maps, bulletins, watches etc are handled, so I am viewing the test from a slightly different perspective.

It is possible that the HamHud 2100 will have mapping, or the D7000AZ, but for now they deal with a subset of the spec.  That doesn't mean they won't be entirely compliant with portions of the spec appropriate for those platforms.

I doubt anyone currently using any APRS software made their decision based on compliance, but instead based their decision on platform and feature set.  I don't plan on marketting APRS software with an "APRS COMPLIANT" logo on box.  Maybee a picture of Bob?

I am primarliy interested in compliance from a tactical, decision support perspective.  A developer should have some idea of how well his software supports this aspect of APRS design specification, and have a tool for determining if there is a problem and fixing it.

If I can't see it, or its in the wrong place, or doesn't accurately represent the situation... 

Rich - Wn0x
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 11:59:05 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id LAA20021
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 11:59:01 -0600 (CST)
Message-ID: <LYR11589-3366-2001.03.28-12.15.03--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 18:58:13 +0100
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
From: Roger Barker <roger@peaksys.co.uk>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
References: <LYR13460-3347-2001.03.28-11.16.34--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists.tapr.org>
In-Reply-To: <LYR13460-3347-2001.03.28-11.16.34--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <r$JJB6A1Yiw6Ew2k@peaksys.co.uk>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

In article <LYR13460-3347-2001.03.28-11.16.34--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists
.tapr.org>, Steve Dimse <k4hg@tapr.org> writes
[snip]
>
>Since you are proposing to require a conversion routine to go from KISS 
>to text, why not write and edit in the more easily readable and usable 
>format, and convert to KISS for those few apps that need it?

One of the bits of my message you didn't quote said "It's not a problem
for me, because I'm well capable of putting together an input converter
to read the TNC text, and output it as UI KISS frames."

>Can you describe an instance that has any relavence to the APRS spec, 
>where the tnc-text would not be representative of the KISS format, and 
>could not be easily converted?

An obvious example is when the received frame isn't even a UI frame -
but I think that opens up a whole new can of worms, and the spec doesn't
really handle the situation, so I'll withdraw the comment...  ;-)

-- 
Roger Barker, G4IDE - roger@peaksys.co.uk
For UI-View go to - http://www.packetradio.org.uk
For WinPack go to - http://www.peaksys.co.uk
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 12:31:51 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id MAA22998
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 12:31:49 -0600 (CST)
Message-Id: <LYR11589-3370-2001.03.28-12.47.54--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 12:31:40 -0600
From: Timothy J Salo <tjs@tc.umn.edu>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <iss.357f.3ac22e0c.6a38d.1@garnet.tc.umn.edu>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

> Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 12:40:47 -0500
> From: David VanHorn <dvanhorn@cedar.net>
> Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
> 	[...]
> You can also have large "wads" of correct packets in all their various 
> forms, which systems must accept without crashing.

You also ought to create large wads of incorrect packets, which systems
ought to accept without crashing.  (I believe that this is particularly
true, given the emphasis that has been placed on the use of APRS
in emergency situations.)

-tjs
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 12:35:46 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id MAA23352
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 12:35:39 -0600 (CST)
Message-Id: <LYR11589-3371-2001.03.28-12.51.47--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
X-Sender: dvanhorn@mail.cedar.net
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 13:33:36 -0500
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
From: David VanHorn <dvanhorn@cedar.net>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
In-Reply-To: <LYR11608-3370-2001.03.28-12.47.54--dvanhorn#cedar.net@list
 s.tapr.org>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <4.3.2.7.2.20010328133253.031bb3b0@mail.cedar.net>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk


>
>You also ought to create large wads of incorrect packets, which systems
>ought to accept without crashing.  (I believe that this is particularly
>true, given the emphasis that has been placed on the use of APRS
>in emergency situations.)

Yes..
A file full of hosed packets that caused problems in the past would be good 
for regression testing.


--
Dave's Engineering Page: http://www.dvanhorn.org
Where's dave? http://www.findu.com/cgi-bin/find.cgi?kc6ete-9
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 14:35:38 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id OAA04166
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 14:35:37 -0600 (CST)
Mime-Version: 1.0
Message-Id: <LYR11589-3398-2001.03.28-14.51.43--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 15:27:50 -0500
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
From: Mark Sproul <msproul@jove.rutgers.edu>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
Cc: APRS Spec Discussion List <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" ; format="flowed"
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <a0501042fb6e7f9578496@[128.6.238.130]>
 <LYR11591-3361-2001.03.28-11.58.30--kb2ici#amsat.org@lists.tapr.org>
 <LYR11586-3332-2001.03.28-10.13.46--bruninga#nadn.navy.mil@lists.tapr.org>
 <LYR11591-3361-2001.03.28-11.58.30--kb2ici#amsat.org@lists.tapr.org>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

>
>That's cool, but you could also have a file of data that is known to 
>create "problem X". You download it, play it to your system, and 
>debug till not "problem X".
>
>You can also have large "wads" of correct packets in all their 
>various forms, which systems must accept without crashing.
>


This is exactly what I have been doing for years.  I have a large 
collection of both good and bad files.  In the early years, Bob and I 
shared these file and every time he came up with something new, he 
would send me a file.  I would then work on code until it behaved 
properly.

Mark
-- 
------------------------------------------------------------------
Mark Sproul      http://ecs.rutgers.edu  | msproul@jove.rutgers.edu
Manager - Engineering Computing Services | 732-445-3121
Eng B-124-C                              |
------------------------------------------------------------------
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 18:48:18 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id SAA26695
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 18:48:12 -0600 (CST)
Errors-To: <jeff@aerodata.net>
Message-ID: <LYR11589-3436-2001.03.28-19.04.20--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 19:47:46 -0500
From: Jeff King <jeff@aerodata.net>
Organization: Aero Data Systems, Inc.
X-Accept-Language: en
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
References: <LYR22299-3119-2001.03.27-11.42.31--jeff#aerodata.net@lists.tapr.org>
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <3AC28632.E84C84BE@aerodata.net>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

"Rich Beckwith" wtote:

> > Subject: [aprsspec] APRS Compliance
> >
> > It occurred to me today that testing for APRS compliance would be easier
> > if a "test" file was available.  If it were accompanied by a check list,
> > the APRS author could verify the results produced by his software to
> > determine conformance to the spec. 


I've seen over 25 postings on this subject.

Yet no-one asks the obvious question.

Who is going to do it?

~2 years ago, in its charter, the APRS-WG clearly outlined a verification suite
along with the certification process for the product claim of "APRS Certified". So 
the need was clearly recognized at that time.

I think TAPR owes it to the amateur community either to replace the members on
the WG that resigned and once again jump start the group, or officially terminate 
the group. I know for a fact a number of people have volunteered to help out in various 
regards with the WG, both to replace the members that resigned as well as to start
documenting other aspects of the protocol. Yet to my knowledge no action has been
taken here. 

The problem here is not one of blame, but one of the whole project is in limbo. Nobody
wants to step on anybodies toes, hence the end result is not only that nothing gets done,
but that those that would do something don't want to offend those that did by forming a
new group to manage APRS.

It just seemed so obvious to me all these postings, while good and well intentioned, wouldn't
amount to a hill of beans just as all the posts on the APRSSERVE protocol didn't amount to
anything of substance. It is not the fact that no-one is offering to help, but that the
whole process is in the twilight zone, at best.

Or am I mis-informed here?

-Jeff
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 19:31:04 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id TAA00973
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 19:31:02 -0600 (CST)
Message-Id: <LYR11589-3440-2001.03.28-19.47.11--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 20:30:49 -0500
x-sender: sdimse@earthlink.net
From: Steve Dimse <k4hg@tapr.org>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <200103290130.RAA29272@swan.prod.itd.earthlink.net>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

On 3/28/01 7:47 PM Jeff King (jeff@aerodata.net) wrote:

>I think TAPR owes it to the amateur community either to replace the 
>members on
>the WG that resigned and once again jump start the group, or officially 
>terminate 
>the group. 

If you look closely at the APRS WG charter, you'll see that it is not a 
TAPR-owned organization. TAPR has one vote on the committee, no more. 
While TAPR was important in the formation of the WG, it cannot accomplish 
either of the suggestions you make.

>It just seemed so obvious to me all these postings, while good and well 
>intentioned, wouldn't
>amount to a hill of beans just as all the posts on the APRSSERVE protocol 
>didn't amount to
>anything of substance. It is not the fact that no-one is offering to help, 
>but that the
>whole process is in the twilight zone, at best.
>
I have a slightly different take on why the APRS Internet Protocol went 
nowhere (I really prefer everyone stop calling it APRServe protocol). The 
APRS Spec exists solely because of the superhuman effort of one person, 
Ian Wade, who took the time to understand and document the protocol. I 
don't know how much time he spent on this, but I'll bet it over 200 
hours. 

Note that Ian was never a member of the APRSWG. He came from outside and 
made the enormous personal commitment required. When he did so, his 
efforts were greatfully accepted by the APRSWG. No one came forward to 
make a similar commitment to the Internet documentation project. If 
someone had, I believe the results would have been different.

I agree that all this discussion on the test suite is likely to end up 
just like the Internet discussion. Regardless of the number of people 
that offer to help, there has to be one single person that steps forward 
to coordinate all these volunteers (and in many ways more people make it 
tougher). In efforts like this, the coordinator ends up putting in far 
more work than any of the troops. This person could come from inside the 
WG, or outside, it doesn't matter.

To say "The APRS WG should take this task on", or "TAPR should make it 
happen" overlooks the reality that both these organizations are composed 
of individuals with their own time constraints and priorities. Should Bob 
be forced to do it? John Ackermann as president of TAPR (and the 
non-voting administrative chair of the WG)? One of the board members of 
TAPR picked at random? A callsign picked out of the callbook? Who has the 
power to force these people to do it? Even if you could, the results 
would be poor, an effort like this must be a labor of love, and so far, 
no one seems to be lusting after this task!

If someone did step forward, make a serious proposal to the APRSWG, and 
back it up with the requisite effort, I bet they will find a warm 
reception, and I wouldn't be surprised if such a person were offered a 
spot in the APRS WG.

In case some people don't recall, I'm not a member of the WG any longer, 
and I speak only for myself on this issue. I do not have the time or 
inclination to take this task on. Perhaps someone out there does...

Steve K4HG
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 20:37:43 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id UAA05729
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 20:37:34 -0600 (CST)
Errors-To: <jeff@aerodata.net>
Message-ID: <LYR11589-3450-2001.03.28-20.53.36--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 21:37:03 -0500
From: Jeff King <jeff@aerodata.net>
Organization: Aero Data Systems, Inc.
X-Accept-Language: en
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
References: <LYR22299-3440-2001.03.28-19.47.11--jeff#aerodata.net@lists.tapr.org>
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <3AC29FCF.E52D186A@aerodata.net>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

You missed the point, but I'll try anyways

Steve Dimse wrote:


> 
> If you look closely at the APRS WG charter, you'll see that it is not a
> TAPR-owned organization.

It is on the TAPR web page, it was commissioned by the then TAPR president, and
to this day I see TAPR officers taking credit in TAPR's name for the good 
work documenting the APRSSPEC.

If I looks like a duck, quacks like a duck and smells like a duck, I call
it a duck regardless of any wiggle room that was written into the charter
that you are quoting to us.

In any case, I am not casting aspersions, just suggesting we call a spade
a spade. Does the WG still exist?

> TAPR has one vote on the committee, no more.
> While TAPR was important in the formation of the WG, it cannot accomplish
> either of the suggestions you make.

Can't or won't? Being TAPR created the WG, I see no reason why they could
not jump start it if they had the will and desire to do this.


> Note that Ian was never a member of the APRSWG. He came from outside and
> made the enormous personal commitment required. When he did so, his
> efforts were greatfully accepted by the APRSWG. No one came forward to
> make a similar commitment to the Internet documentation project. If
> someone had, I believe the results would have been different.

That is not how I understand it. 



> I agree that all this discussion on the test suite is likely to end up
> just like the Internet discussion. 

OK, at least we agree here, although possible for different reasons. 



> To say "The APRS WG should take this task on", or "TAPR should make it
> happen"

When did I say this? You really need to read what I post instead of what you
want to hear. I'm simply stating if the APRS-WG has ceased to exist, that
needs to be stated. It is fairly clear to me that another protocol committee
needs to be formed, yet the existence of this ghost protocol committee is a 
potential negative factor. Being you feel that Ian Wade was the only contributing
person of the old WG, and I understand he has resigned, I would think you agree the
WG has ceased to exist. A indeterminate state is not a positive thing and I
know at least one potential motivated volunteer it has discouraged due to them
not wanting to rock the boat.

What I *did* say is TAPR owes a commitment to the amateur community. This
goes beyond any legal loopholes you have cited here. It appears to me
that a validation suite is both wanted and needed and we both agree with
the current situation, this is unlikely to happen. Stepping outside the
legal loopholes, it appears promoting such a thing is within TAPR's mission
plan. 


> If someone did step forward, make a serious proposal to the APRSWG, and
> back it up with the requisite effort, I bet they will find a warm
> reception, and I wouldn't be surprised if such a person were offered a
> spot in the APRS WG.

1. Serious proposals have already been made to the WG, with the requisite effort, 
and I know you are aware of this. At least one of these persons was a serious player. 
Yet nothing apparently came of it. Which leads me to the obvious question of...
 
2. Does the APRS-WG still exist? 


Anyways, just to stay focused, I'm just suggesting that all good projects need
conclusions, and this one does as well. It certainly doesn't mean by officially
acknowledging the disbandment of the existing WG anything will happen... to a
lesser degree I share your cynical attitude, yet the existence of this ghost group 
is a discouragment/distraction to the formation of any other group.

-Jeff
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Mar 28 21:23:30 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id VAA09001
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 28 Mar 2001 21:23:25 -0600 (CST)
From: K3for@aol.com
Message-ID: <LYR11589-3465-2001.03.28-21.39.31--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 22:22:32 EST
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS WG
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type:  text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
Content-Transfer-Encoding:  7bit
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
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I gotta quote Jeff exactly here or he's going to whine more, although I did 
cut out a few lines so he'll retaliate anyway!

>>What I *did* say is TAPR owes a commitment to the amateur community... It 
appears to me that a validation suite is both wanted and needed and we both 
agree with the current situation, this is unlikely to happen. 

>>the existence of this ghost group is a discouragment/distraction to the 
formation of any other group.

Does anybody else disagree with these two?  A lot of folks have undertaken 
the development of software and other initiatives on their own and shared it 
with the APRS community without the endorsement, assistance, or participation 
of the WG.  Most of the time, it was because they *WANTED* to do it by 
themselves, and got whatever assistance they needed from email, web sites, 
and asked for a few snippets of code where necessary. If there are some of 
you out there being held back by this ghost WG, "BOO" on you!  

The APRS WG members continue to appear to welcome anyone who seriously starts 
to put effort into a project, as long as it doesn't add more to the workload 
of what they already still incredibly find the time to devote.  And APRS is 
still being expanded in a lot of directions.  The authors are doing a pretty 
good job of certifying and testing their own work (if not for pride then to 
keep the complaints down.)  

A certification algorithm is a good idea, yes.  And, if it were a GREAT idea, 
it would have been done by now.

Seriously, is "TAPR" going to say to Bob et. al. and say "Sorry, guys, you're 
not doing enough. We're firing you and opening up seats for a new group" ? 
Heck, we never even refilled Steve's seat :-)

I think there's plenty of room and goodwill for anyone who wants to pursue an 
aspect of APRS that seems weak or needs to be better explored.  No one is 
stopping anybody, and certaining not the WG.

But, let's take a moment to check out what's been done accomplished recently.
Sprouls fixing up the UHE's and other things self-discovered
Steve's keeping findu running and improving
APR Bob's sat tracker hardware and software
Mike's new release of Palm PocketAPRS
Barker's PSK31 work
HamHUD next generation
TinyTrakker economizing
APRS+SA enhancements
Ev's Beaconet data
Mark's Citadels and other hardware projects
And heck, that's just off the top of my head.

Thanks, everybody - I think we're doing pretty well for a bunch of "amateurs" 
!
<pun>
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On 3/28/01 9:37 PM Jeff King (jeff@aerodata.net) wrote:

>> 
>> If you look closely at the APRS WG charter, you'll see that it is not a
>> TAPR-owned organization.
>
>It is on the TAPR web page, it was commissioned by the then TAPR 
>president, and
>to this day I see TAPR officers taking credit in TAPR's name for the good 
>work documenting the APRSSPEC.
>
>If I looks like a duck, quacks like a duck and smells like a duck, I call
>it a duck regardless of any wiggle room that was written into the charter
>that you are quoting to us.
>
The APRSWG came out of a meeting that was arranged and largely paid for 
by TAPR. It was organized by Greg because of an ongoing dispute between 
Bob and myself over the future of APRS. The specific issue was ownership 
of the protocol, I was fighting for an open spec that would be open to 
all programmers. TAPR's interest was in nuturing APRS, making sure it 
didn't die because of the dispute.

In forming the working group, TAPR was very careful to avoid both the 
appearance and the substance of "taking over" APRS. APRS is Bob's baby, 
and he has every right to have a big say in its future. Hence the reason 
that he gets two votes, this was one of the least contentious issues we 
covered. The working group was set up as an autonomous entity quite 
deliberately. This is not wiggle room. TAPR does not have a right to 
control the APRS WG, or APRS in general. Only the APRS WG controls the 
APRS WG. Sure they get web space and a TAPR mailing list, but so do a lot 
of other projects over which TAPR has no control.

When I said that the spec existed "soley" because of the efforts of Ian, 
my words were poorly chosen. Many people contributed, and I certainly 
wouldn't want to shortchange John for his role of 
moderator-with-the-patience-of-Job. What I was trying to convey was that 
even with Ian's incredible effort, it took much longer than anyone 
expected. Had Ian not been involved, it would never have been a finished 
document. 

TAPR can certainly claim credit for creating the working group. And just 
as a parent gets to claim a share of credit for the achivements of their 
offspring, TAPR has right to be proud of the APRS Spec, it wouldn't exist 
without them (and without Ian, Bob, TSB, et. al.). But as every parent 
knows, children grow up, and you lose control over them. The APRS WG was 
born full-grown, and TAPR had no control (other than their single vote) 
from that point on.

>In any case, I am not casting aspersions, just suggesting we call a spade
>a spade. Does the WG still exist?
>
AFAIK, yes. Will it ever do anything useful? Personally, I have my 
doubts. I do wish they had taken my last recommendation before I resigned 
and appointed you to the vacant seat. I don't think the outcome would be 
any different, but you'd have an understanding of the difficulty in 
getting even this small group of very busy people to do anything.

>> TAPR has one vote on the committee, no more.
>> While TAPR was important in the formation of the WG, it cannot accomplish
>> either of the suggestions you make.
>
>Can't or won't? Being TAPR created the WG, I see no reason why they could
>not jump start it if they had the will and desire to do this.
>
TAPR does not have an official policy on this, I'm speaking for myself, 
but I honestly don't see what TAPR can do. As I said, this is a group of 
very busy people, none of them have the time to do the leg work of 
creating an Internet document or a test suite. 
>
>> Note that Ian was never a member of the APRSWG. He came from outside and
>> made the enormous personal commitment required. When he did so, his
>> efforts were greatfully accepted by the APRSWG. No one came forward to
>> make a similar commitment to the Internet documentation project. If
>> someone had, I believe the results would have been different.
>
>That is not how I understand it. 
>
Please share...
>
>> To say "The APRS WG should take this task on", or "TAPR should make it
>> happen"
>
>When did I say this? You really need to read what I post instead of what you
>want to hear. 

On 3/28/01 7:47 PM Jeff King (jeff@aerodata.net) wrote:

>I think TAPR owes it to the amateur community either to replace the 
>members on
>the WG that resigned and once again jump start the group, or officially 
>terminate 
>the group.

That sure sounds like you are saying TAPR should make his happen by 
jumpstarting the group. And you certainly seem to be saying that the APRS 
WG should be doing the test suite. My point is that "The APRS WG" is a 
group of individuals. AFAIK, none of them have the time or inclination to 
do either the internet document or test suite. Is there someone out there 
willing to take either of these tasks on? If so, I haven't heard of 
them...there are a lot of people that want to help, but none willing to 
shoulder the primary responsibility. One needn't be in the APRS WG to do 
this, though if someone was putting out the kind of effort Ian did, I 
would most definitely attempt to get the board to have our rep nominate 
the person for membership in the WG. Further, I would try to convince the 
other WG members to vote in favor. However, before I do something like 
this, I need to see someone accept the challenge, and do some serious 
work.

Over the last year, I've had perhaps 20 people come to me asking to help 
code things on findu. For each I've given my source code, accounts on my 
system as needed, and support. I've spent a lot of time walking people 
through things. Total lines of usable code returned to me: 0. So forgive 
me if I'm jaded, but before I throw my recomendation to someone, I want 
to see results.

>I'm simply stating if the APRS-WG has ceased to exist, that
>needs to be stated. It is fairly clear to me that another protocol committee
>needs to be formed, yet the existence of this ghost protocol committee is a 
>potential negative factor. Being you feel that Ian Wade was the only 
>contributing
>person of the old WG, and I understand he has resigned, I would think you 
>agree the
>WG has ceased to exist. A indeterminate state is not a positive thing and I
>know at least one potential motivated volunteer it has discouraged due to 
>them
>not wanting to rock the boat.
>
If Ian was a WG group member, it happened after I resigned. I don't 
believe that was likely, because by the time I left, he was pretty burned 
out on working with the group.

>What I *did* say is TAPR owes a commitment to the amateur community. This
>goes beyond any legal loopholes you have cited here. It appears to me
>that a validation suite is both wanted and needed and we both agree with
>the current situation, this is unlikely to happen. Stepping outside the
>legal loopholes, it appears promoting such a thing is within TAPR's mission
>plan. 
>
OK, so exactly what would you have TAPR do? We don't have control of the 
WG. Even if we did, and we completely restaffed the WG, what would that 
accomplish? My most important point in the last post is that there needs 
to be another Ian, one that just gets the job done. Not someone that 
proposes to get it done, not someone that wants to help, but someone that 
does it. And they don't need to be in the APRS WG. If someone does it, 
I'll bet the APRS WG supports it. And if they don't, who cares? It will 
still be there, useful to and appreciated by a lot of APRSers.
>
>> If someone did step forward, make a serious proposal to the APRSWG, and
>> back it up with the requisite effort, I bet they will find a warm
>> reception, and I wouldn't be surprised if such a person were offered a
>> spot in the APRS WG.
>
>1. Serious proposals have already been made to the WG, with the requisite 
>effort, 
>and I know you are aware of this. At least one of these persons was a 
>serious player. 
>Yet nothing apparently came of it. Which leads me to the obvious question 
>of...
> 
I know of no such effort. Who has produced a start on either the internet 
protocol or test suite? 

Steve K4HG
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K3for@aol.com wrote:
> 
> I gotta quote Jeff exactly here or he's going to whine more, although I did
> cut out a few lines so he'll retaliate anyway!

I simply was stating that we have already had a discussion like this before,
and it seemed ashamed to spend so much time on it when we had no outlet
for it. Even Steve Dimse agreed with this. I saw 25+ posts on the need for
a validation algortim, and I was pointing out this simple fact.



> The APRS WG members continue to appear to welcome anyone who seriously starts
> to put effort into a project, 

I'm not talking about the past, I'm talking about now.

Does the APRS-WG still exist?  It is a simple question. If it doesn't exist, the
a new group should be formed to address the needs the posters are indentify.

Real simple.


> Thanks, everybody - I think we're doing pretty well for a bunch of "amateurs"

Again, the accomplishments of the past was not the point.


-Jeff
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Steve Dimse wrote:
> 
> On 3/28/01 9:37 PM Jeff King (jeff@aerodata.net) wrote:


> >If I looks like a duck, quacks like a duck and smells like a duck, I call
> >it a duck regardless of any wiggle room that was written into the charter
> >that you are quoting to us.
> >
> The APRSWG came out of a meeting that was arranged and largely paid for
> by TAPR. It was organized by Greg because of an ongoing dispute between
> Bob and myself over the future of APRS.

Yeap, saw all this.

Also think it was a big mistake and stated so at the time. APRS needs and 
needed a firm standards body. I thought it should have been TAPR. I never 
agreed with the  kissy face approach to it... and I believe
my feelings are being borne out. With any standards body, you need to have
firm control of the protocol. Protocols are NOT open source, they ultimately
have to be dictatorships. Personally, I'd rather see Bob grab it back then 
what we have now... a benevolent dictator is far far better then anarchy. 


> TAPR can certainly claim credit for creating the working group. And just
> as a parent gets to claim a share of credit for the achivements of their
> offspring, TAPR has right to be proud of the APRS Spec, it wouldn't exist
> without them (and without Ian, Bob, TSB, et. al.). But as every parent
> knows, children grow up, and you lose control over them. The APRS WG was
> born full-grown, and TAPR had no control (other than their single vote)
> from that point on.

OK. Fair enough.  Your child grows up, turns 18, and you loose control of 
them. Yet when they are 19, you get a call from the hospital or worse yet,
the morgue, do you tell the state they are on their own? No, you help them
back on their feet. This was the role I was suggesting here. I understand
it is not your legal responsibility.... yet clearly the child is sick. Either
sign the death certificate (or stop saying they still exist) or help them
get back to health. 



> >In any case, I am not casting aspersions, just suggesting we call a spade
> >a spade. Does the WG still exist?
> >
> AFAIK, yes.

Yet of all the times this has come up, I only recall Bob saying they still
existed. You of course are no longer a member yet still seem to get involved
in everyone of these discussions.

> Will it ever do anything useful? Personally, I have my
> doubts.

Doubts or hopes?


> I do wish they had taken my last recommendation before I resigned
> and appointed you to the vacant seat. 

Yes, you mentioned that you had suggested me and Tim Salo, yet I only
heard this from you. I found this strange when I knew of far more qualified
people then myself that had actually volunteered. And they were not accepted.
While I have volunteered 11 separate times over the last 10 years for TAPR 
projects (and I am 0/11) this project I did not volunteer for. That is not
to say I wouldn't have accepted if called upon, yet that didn't happen nor
did anyone on the WG acknowledged to me you did what you said you did.

> I don't think the outcome would be
> any different, but you'd have an understanding of the difficulty in
> getting even this small group of very busy people to do anything.

Part of volunteering for any project is having both the skills, interest and time
to contribute. This is something I have taken into account every time I have
volunteered. If someone doesn't have the time to contribute, they should resign.
So if such was the case on the WG as you outline, with mostly disinterested parties 
onboard, I would guess you would be correct as one motivated person couldn't make 
much of a difference, in particular if they met with resistance.



> >Can't or won't? Being TAPR created the WG, I see no reason why they could
> >not jump start it if they had the will and desire to do this.
> >
> TAPR does not have an official policy on this, I'm speaking for myself,
> but I honestly don't see what TAPR can do.

Force the issue. Mentor the group back to health or sign the death certificate.
Simply follow TAPR's mission plan would be good. Steve Jobs didn't say I told
you so when Apple was in trouble, he came back and helped the company get back
to health.



> As I said, this is a group of
> very busy people, none of them have the time to do the leg work of
> creating an Internet document or a test suite.

Then help them recognize they don't have the time, and resign their seats so those
that volunteered can fill them. Ego's will have to be stroked in that sometimes
recognizing your limitations is a attribute and not a negative.


> >> No one came forward to
> >> make a similar commitment to the Internet documentation project. If
> >> someone had, I believe the results would have been different.
> >
> >That is not how I understand it.
> >
> Please share...

It is not mine to share. I just know otherwise. Being you are not omnipresent,
I fail to see how you can dispute this. You'll just need to take my word on it.


> On 3/28/01 7:47 PM Jeff King (jeff@aerodata.net) wrote:
> 
> >I think TAPR owes it to the amateur community either to replace the
> >members on
> >the WG that resigned and once again jump start the group, or officially
> >terminate
> >the group.
> 
> That sure sounds like you are saying TAPR should make his happen by
> jumpstarting the group.

Yes, I said the part about jump-starting. I think this is what TAPR did when
the group started, and if the group is sick, it is justified and well within
TAPR's mission plan.

> And you certainly seem to be saying that the APRS
> WG should be doing the test suite.

Did I say that? Don't recall, but this written document stated that as well:
ftp://ftp.tapr.org/aprssig/aprsspec/announcements/APRSWG_charter.pdf
so at worst all I am guilty of here is reading the above.

> My point is that "The APRS WG" is a
> group of individuals. AFAIK, none of them have the time or inclination to
> do either the internet document or test suite.

Yet TAPR and them signed a document stating such. I'm *not* demanding they
do as such, I'm just suggesting some closure here might be of benefit. I
know you like to harp on how no-one volunteers, yet this whole issue
is volatile. Look at the responses so far and how charged it has gotten
so quickly. And for someone to form a alternate group when the "existing"
APRS-WG still is on the books? My spin on it is either fix the existing
WG or clear the decks so another group can be formed.


> Is there someone out there
> willing to take either of these tasks on? If so, I haven't heard of
> them...there are a lot of people that want to help, but none willing to
> shoulder the primary responsibility.

What, you hope if you say that enough it will be true? Sorry, but I know of 
at least two well qualified people that volunteered to fill your empty seat
on the WG without a response from the WG.

> However, before I do something like
> this, I need to see someone accept the challenge, and do some serious
> work.

You mean like Bill Diaz? He has put hundreds of hours into debuging and writting
helper applicatiosn (and now AHUB) to fix protocol violations on APRSSERVE.


> >What I *did* say is TAPR owes a commitment to the amateur community. This
> >goes beyond any legal loopholes you have cited here. It appears to me
> >that a validation suite is both wanted and needed and we both agree with
> >the current situation, this is unlikely to happen. Stepping outside the
> >legal loopholes, it appears promoting such a thing is within TAPR's mission
> >plan.
> >
> OK, so exactly what would you have TAPR do?

Force the issue. Mentor the group back to health or sign the death certificate.
Simply follow TAPR's mission plan.


> We don't have control of the
> WG. Even if we did, and we completely restaffed the WG, what would that
> accomplish? 

You have already indicated there are people on the WG who don't have time for
it. Just like you wouldn't accept people on the TAPR BOD who don't have time
for it, the same should apply to any group. A volunteer organization is a
very tricky thing.... people typically volunteer for a reason, often it is
wanting to contribute and also receive recognition for their efforts. Managing
the volunteer organization is even harder. As people's "compensation" is not
monetary, you have to recognize people's motivations. Resigning can be a
honorable thing... it doesn't always have to be a resignation in a huff or flaming
certain members of the group. The role of the TAPR leadership should be to promote
a friendly changing of the guard, be it within TAPR or their satellite organizations. 


> My most important point in the last post is that there needs
> to be another Ian, one that just gets the job done. Not someone that
> proposes to get it done, not someone that wants to help, but someone that
> does it. And they don't need to be in the APRS WG. If someone does it,
> I'll bet the APRS WG supports it. And if they don't, who cares? It will
> still be there, useful to and appreciated by a lot of APRSers.

I posted a outline of a APRS internet document. I seem to recall, no-one,
including yourself or anyone on the WG, made any comments on it when I first
posted it. So it is not as simple as "building it and they will come" no
matter how many times you say it. Not only do you have the need for people
to volunteer, you also must have the ability to accept newcomers. The patient 
is simply sick and a decision has to be made.


> >1. Serious proposals have already been made to the WG, with the requisite
> >effort,
> >and I know you are aware of this. At least one of these persons was a
> >serious player.
> >Yet nothing apparently came of it. Which leads me to the obvious question
> >of...
> >
> I know of no such effort. Who has produced a start on either the internet
> protocol or test suite?

AFILTER was a excellent start along with the discussions, documentation
and volunteer efforts surrounding it. But of course, you knew this and have
chosen to overlook it.

Listen, my point here was not to start a pissing match. My point here was to remind
everyone posting the 25+ comments on the validation suite that unless we clear
the table first, their efforts may be in vain.... something you appear to agree
with. 

-Jeff
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On 3/29/01 1:29 AM Jeff King (jeff@aerodata.net) wrote:
>
>Yet of all the times this has come up, I only recall Bob saying they still
>existed. You of course are no longer a member yet still seem to get involved
>in everyone of these discussions.
>
I did not resign because I am disinterested in APRS. I resigned because I 
felt I had done all I could to help the WG.

>> >> No one came forward to
>> >> make a similar commitment to the Internet documentation project. If
>> >> someone had, I believe the results would have been different.
>> >
>> >That is not how I understand it.
>> Please share...
>It is not mine to share. I just know otherwise. Being you are not 
>omnipresent,
>I fail to see how you can dispute this. You'll just need to take my word 
>on it.
>
Sorry, I'm not about to do that. I want names, dates, places. Otherwise, 
I can only consider this unsubstantiated rumor. If someone had come 
forward in the Internet Doc project, I would certainly have expected them 
to let me know.

>> And you certainly seem to be saying that the APRS
>> WG should be doing the test suite.
>
>Did I say that? Don't recall, but this written document stated that as well:
>ftp://ftp.tapr.org/aprssig/aprsspec/announcements/APRSWG_charter.pdf
>so at worst all I am guilty of here is reading the above.
>
Actually the test suite was to be developed by the certification 
committee, with Bob at the head, not by the working group.

>> Is there someone out there
>> willing to take either of these tasks on? If so, I haven't heard of
>> them...there are a lot of people that want to help, but none willing to
>> shoulder the primary responsibility.
>
>What, you hope if you say that enough it will be true? Sorry, but I know of 
>at least two well qualified people that volunteered to fill your empty seat
>on the WG without a response from the WG.
>
I'm not talking about my empty seat. I'm talking about the internet 
document and the test suite. Anyone could be on the WG, that takes no 
skill and little time.

>> However, before I do something like
>> this, I need to see someone accept the challenge, and do some serious
>> work.
>
>You mean like Bill Diaz? He has put hundreds of hours into debuging and 
>writting
>helper applicatiosn (and now AHUB) to fix protocol violations on APRSSERVE.
>
Bill's program is very useful to Windows users, and I'm not putting it 
down. But it is hardly the start of an internet protocol document. If 
anything, it is more of a rigorous coding of the APRS spec document. And 
even if it were directly concerning the Internet protocols, writing a 
program and writing a document are not the same thing. APRServe and aprsd 
are not "a good start" on the Internet Protocol Document, are they?

>> OK, so exactly what would you have TAPR do?
>
>Force the issue. Mentor the group back to health or sign the death 
>certificate.
>Simply follow TAPR's mission plan.
>
Once again, TAPR has one vote out of seven. It can't force anything, and 
it isn't the WG's medical examiner.

>> My most important point in the last post is that there needs
>> to be another Ian, one that just gets the job done. Not someone that
>> proposes to get it done, not someone that wants to help, but someone that
>> does it. And they don't need to be in the APRS WG. If someone does it,
>> I'll bet the APRS WG supports it. And if they don't, who cares? It will
>> still be there, useful to and appreciated by a lot of APRSers.
>
>I posted a outline of a APRS internet document. I seem to recall, no-one,
>including yourself or anyone on the WG, made any comments on it when I first
>posted it. So it is not as simple as "building it and they will come" no
>matter how many times you say it. Not only do you have the need for people
>to volunteer, you also must have the ability to accept newcomers. The 
>patient 
>is simply sick and a decision has to be made.

The only thing I remember you posting was a summary of information you 
gained largely from docs I had written. If there was something else you 
posted please remind me. In any case, I'm not shy, if there was something 
in the doc I felt I should have commented on, I would have.
>
>> >1. Serious proposals have already been made to the WG, with the requisite
>> >effort,
>> >and I know you are aware of this. At least one of these persons was a
>> >serious player.
>> >Yet nothing apparently came of it. Which leads me to the obvious question
>> >of...
>> >
>> I know of no such effort. Who has produced a start on either the internet
>> protocol or test suite?
>
>AFILTER was a excellent start along with the discussions, documentation
>and volunteer efforts surrounding it. But of course, you knew this and have
>chosen to overlook it.
>
Again, AFilter, as good as it is, is an implementation of the APRS spec, 
not the Internet spec. The document is the hard part. Technical writing 
with clarity is very difficult. I can't do it, from what I seen neither 
can you. It is a specialized skill, one that is none-to-common.

Steve K4HG
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On Wed, 28 Mar 2001, Jeff King wrote:

> Yet no-one asks the obvious question.
> 
> Who is going to do it?
> 
> the APRS-WG clearly outlined a verification suite
> along with the certification process...
> 
> ... I know for a fact a number of people have volunteered to help out in
> various  regards with the WG...... Yet to my knowledge no action has
> been taken here. 

"Volunteering and DOING" are two different things.  The APRSwg has noted
over and overagain, that it will welcome submissions of efforts on the
APRServe issues and here on the protocol test-suite..

> It is not the fact that no-one is offering to help, but that the
> whole process is in the twilight zone, at best.
> Or am I mis-informed here?

If someone is willing to "offer to help" then just "do it".  Everyone,
knows what needs to be done, how to do it, and what form it should take.
It only takes someone to DO IT.   If such a "volunteer" exists, then I am
sure that his efforts will be greatly recognized... and soundly endorsed
by the APRSwg...

de WB4APR, Bob
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On Thu, 29 Mar 2001, Jeff King wrote:

> ...With any standards body, you need to have firm control of the
> protocol.... they ultimately have to be dictatorships. Personally, I'd
> rather see Bob grab it back then  what we have now..... anarchy. 
> <snip> 
> ... I knew of far more qualified peoplet that had actually volunteered.
> And they were not accepted.

Volunteering means *doing something*, not filling a seat at a  table.

> Part of volunteering for any project is having both the skills, interest
> and time to contribute...

You left off the most important point...  "and doing it".  There are
*lots* of people with the skills, and interest.  The only proof of whether
they have the *time* is whether they DO SOMETHING or not.

I would far rather have a group of people that DO, than a committee of
kibitzers who only sit around and argue all day over opiniions and do
nothing...

> If someone doesn't have the time to contribute, they should resign.

Similarly, if someone does not contribute anything, then they should not
expect to be added to the WG..

I think the members of the WG have time to REVIEW and APPROVE an APRS
Internet Spec and an TEST suite!  But SOMEONE ( I dont understand why this
is so hard to understand) but SOMEONE has to put it on paper...

I agree completely with Steve.  Anyone that puts all the APRServe ideas on
paper or puts together a documented protocol test suite would be a PRIME
CANDIDATE for addition to the WG!  Such a person would be WELCOME!

> at least two well qualified people that volunteered to fill
> [Steve's] empty seat on the WG without a response from the WG.

Anyone can fill a seat.  We want  someone that CONTRIBUTES by DOING
SOMETHING.  Yes, we have had say a dozen volunteers.  If we had accepted
all of them we would have a rooom full of people and still not one single
thing on the table to look at...  Duh... whats wrong with this picture?

de WB4APR@amsat.org, Bob
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Bob & Steve:

Responding to both your posts in one as they are basically the same thing.
I also need to remind both of you that APRS Compliance is not the APRS
internet protocol. The only reason the internet protocol was brought
up was as a example, not the specifics here.

Steve Dimse wrote:


> >It is not mine to share. I just know otherwise. Being you are not
> >omnipresent,
> >I fail to see how you can dispute this. You'll just need to take my word
> >on it.
> >
> Sorry, I'm not about to do that. I want names, dates, places. Otherwise,
> I can only consider this unsubstantiated rumor. 

Then that exactly what you will have to do.


> >> However, before I do something like
> >> this, I need to see someone accept the challenge, and do some serious
> >> work.
> >
> >You mean like Bill Diaz? He has put hundreds of hours into debuging and
> >writting
> >helper applicatiosn (and now AHUB) to fix protocol violations on APRSSERVE.
> >
> Bill's program is very useful to Windows users, and I'm not putting it
> down. But it is hardly the start of an internet protocol document.


The thread I was responding to was about APRS compliance, not the internet
protocol document. You, like Bob, are not seeing the contributions people
are making. This was simply a example of a contribution in response to
your claim no serious work is being done. While it may not be to a Steve
Dimse or Bob Bruninga level of competence, the claims both of your keep
making that no-one is stepping forward are specious.


> APRServe and aprsd
> are not "a good start" on the Internet Protocol Document, are they?

Yes, they actually are. Take a look at WA4DSY's web page and the documentation.
It lists all the suggested port numbers and some other useful information that
didn't exist anywhere else. When I put together the outline I posted here some
time back, I used this information in the outline as well as what I was able to 
glean off yourself. 

http://www.tapr.org/tapr/list-archive/aprsspec/0102/msg00024.html


> Once again, TAPR has one vote out of seven.

I was talking about taking a leadership role for the betterment of packet radio,
I was very clear about this. OK, here is a easier one for you:

Who are the seven votes? Roger Barker asked who the present members of the WG
were some time ago, and met with silence. You apparently know, so who are
they? I say the parrot is dead, what say thee?

> Again, AFilter, as good as it is, is an implementation of the APRS spec,
> not the Internet spec. The document is the hard part. Technical writing
> with clarity is very difficult. I can't do it, from what I seen neither
> can you.

What, did you review the paper(s) I did in my technical writing class or something?
I don't ever recall putting out a paper for publication that you would have seen.
I did send you a outline draft (twice) of a internet spec, which I hoped you would
comment on... is this your comment now? It was never intended to be a publication
quality document, just to focus and stimulate discussion towards a goal, which
it failed to do.

None-the-less, if you recall, the first cut of the APRS-SPEC was a far far cry 
from what we ended up with. If you keep seeking perfection, and running those down
that don't meet you level of perfection, who will want to volunteer for the job?

> It is a specialized skill, one that is none-to-common.

Certainly. But in a volunteer organization, you need to take what you can
get. Chasing those away that don't meet up with your standards seems counterproductive,
if indeed your goal is to accomplish something.


Bob Bruninga wrote:
> 
> On Thu, 29 Mar 2001, Jeff King wrote:
> 
> > ... I knew of far more qualified peoplet that had actually volunteered.
> > And they were not accepted.
> 
> Volunteering means *doing something*, not filling a seat at a  table.

Yes, it does... speaking of seats, does the APRS-WG still exist (beyond just
yourself)?


> I would far rather have a group of people that DO, than a committee of
> kibitzers who only sit around and argue all day over opiniions and do
> nothing...

Who is doing this? I'm seeing quite a few "do'ers" in the prior thread, which was
my concern. While you may think of them as "kibitzers", I think if this title fits, 
it is by no fault of their own.

A process was put into place and this group was created to address that process. If
the process (in the form of the APRS-WG) is defunct or has ceased to exist (like the
parrot), then your right, it is "kibitzing". But how are people to know this unless
you, as the manager of this committee, can be honest with yourself?

IMHO, it seems to me you either fix the process, as was intended, or you simply
state the parrot is dead so we can go get a new parrot. If you watch any Monty
Python, it is a real simple concept to grasp.

> > If someone doesn't have the time to contribute, they should resign.
> 
> Similarly, if someone does not contribute anything, then they should not
> expect to be added to the WG..

Certainly. So you feel alot of "non contributors" have volunteered to be on
the WG? Just so we are clear on things, I was stating those that are not
or cannot presently contribute should resign. What matters is now, not any
past accomplishments, although I agree this should be a metric in choosing
someone. But ultimately, the ones seated on the WG need to perform. This may
require "taking a chance" with someone, but if you have a understanding those
that don't perform will be asked to step aside, I don't see this as a big
risk.

> I think the members of the WG have time to REVIEW and APPROVE an APRS
> Internet Spec and an TEST suite!  But SOMEONE ( I dont understand why this
> is so hard to understand) but SOMEONE has to put it on paper...

If you are having problems understanding it, I suggest you review the WG
charter. Things are spelled out very clearly there. But I think the parrot
is dead. This is what is not being understood. We either need to give the
parrot CPR, or bury it. 

> I agree completely with Steve.  Anyone that puts all the APRServe ideas on
> paper 

That was last month although similar concept.

> or puts together a documented protocol test suite would be a PRIME
> CANDIDATE for addition to the WG!  Such a person would be WELCOME!

OK, this is the thread you are responding to. This is what the charter has to 
say about that:

---
 6. The Group will put a voluntary APRS certification process in place, to be
 managed by Bob Bruninga with Group oversight. The process will include a
 publicly available validation suite.
---

So in effect, this can survive the death of the APRS-WG with you still in control.
And that was what I was saying, that a benevolent dictator is far better then anarchy.
I know that Bob Bruninga is not a ghost and I know you have a active interest in
APRS. Your stepping up to the plate through thick and thin.  All I am saying here is 
that to keep the illusion alive that the WG still exists is counterproductive and
ultimately will cripple progress. 

Quick questions, how many additions to the protocol have been made in the last two
years as compared to the prior two years? Get me point now?

> > at least two well qualified people that volunteered to fill
> > [Steve's] empty seat on the WG without a response from the WG.
> 
> Anyone can fill a seat.  We want  someone that CONTRIBUTES by DOING
> SOMETHING.  Yes, we have had say a dozen volunteers.  If we had accepted
> all of them we would have a rooom full of people and still not one single
> thing on the table to look at...  Duh... whats wrong with this picture?

"Duh"?!? Alot is wrong with this attitude. Look at what you just said. A dozen volunteers
have stepped up to the plate and volunteered. The two I know HAVE DONE SOMETHING. Yet you
assume none of them are worth anything. Maybe they are not up to Bob Bruninga or Steve Dimse 
standards, but the two I know are real players and know their stuff, and I fully expect the others 
are just as good. Yet here you are predicting the failure of these people. This attitude is 
what is wrong with this picture. Part of any volunteer groups charter should be to mentor new
blood into a organization. Fact of the matter is, any successful volunteer organization
does this. I'm not seeing this here and it explains alot.

Listen, we can go back and forth on this, but at the end of the day we will be worse
off then when we started. Lets agree to disagree, OK? 

To restate and retain focus as to my core thoughts:

I was reminding everyone that a formal process that once existed here no longer
does. Hence the well thought out comments being made about the compliance suite could 
be wasted. I suggested that 
TAPR might be able to jump start that process, as they once did before....that
doesn't appear to be in the cards. And lacking that or any similar effort, I thought it 
proper we declare the parrot dead so that its corpse would not get in the way of a new
group being formed (not that it would.... just the ghost hanging around is a discouragement).

That is it.

-Jeff
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For example of how difficult it is to get user input to the WG,
last week I requested inputs from anyone that is using any of the USER
DEFINED formats in the APRSspec.  I was going to make a list that would
help everyone find unused combinations.  Not one single response
from the SIG...  And yet we know that there are lots out there...

So its not easy being on a WG, where no one submits useful work, and yet
everyone feels happy in complaining that no one else is doing anything... 

Just a thought...
Bob

> > On Wed, 28 Mar 2001, Jeff King wrote:

> > > ... I know for a fact a number of people have volunteered to help out in
> > > various  regards with the WG...... Yet to my knowledge no action has
> > > been taken here. 
 
> > "Volunteering and DOING" are two different things.  The APRSwg has noted
> > over and overagain, that it will welcome submissions of efforts on the
> > APRServe issues and here on the protocol test-suite..

> > > It is not the fact that no-one is offering to help, but that the
> > > whole process is in the twilight zone, at best.
> > > Or am I mis-informed here?

> > If someone is willing to "offer to help" then just "do it".  Everyone,
> > knows what needs to be done, how to do it, and what form it should take.
> > It only takes someone to DO IT.   If such a "volunteer" exists, then I am
> > sure that his efforts will be greatly recognized... and soundly endorsed
> > by the APRSwg...

> > de WB4APR, Bob
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My appologies to the group.  My comments about getting feedback from the
SIG was not intended to be a flame at all.  Nor was it meant to condem all
the tremendous effort made by a whole lot of folks!

It was just a microcosmic look at the two simple APRSwg items that I am
trying to get finalized.  1) a list of TOCALLS and 2) a List of USER
defined formats.

Again, my apologies for my choice of words, I was probably subconcsciously
reacting to all the flames pointed my way...  while just trying to get
something done...

de WB4APR, Bob


On Fri, 30 Mar 2001, Bob  Bruninga wrote:

> For example of how difficult it is to get user input to the WG,
> last week I requested inputs from anyone that is using any of the USER
> DEFINED formats in the APRSspec.  I was going to make a list that would
> help everyone find unused combinations.  Not one single response
> from the SIG...  And yet we know that there are lots out there...
> 
> So its not easy being on a WG, where no one submits useful work, and yet
> everyone feels happy in complaining that no one else is doing anything... 
> 
> Just a thought...
> Bob


---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Fri Mar 30 12:24:46 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id MAA28396
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Fri, 30 Mar 2001 12:24:38 -0600 (CST)
Errors-To: <jeff@aerodata.net>
Message-ID: <LYR11589-3847-2001.03.30-12.40.47--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Fri, 30 Mar 2001 13:24:13 -0500
From: Jeff King <jeff@aerodata.net>
Organization: Aero Data Systems, Inc.
X-Accept-Language: en
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
CC: APRS Spec Discussion List <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
References: <LYR22299-3789-2001.03.30-09.04.34--jeff#aerodata.net@lists.tapr.org>
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <3AC4CF4D.2A347C7F@aerodata.net>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk



Bob Bruninga wrote:
> 
> For example of how difficult it is to get user input to the WG,
> last week I requested inputs from anyone that is using any of the USER
> DEFINED formats in the APRSspec.  I was going to make a list that would
> help everyone find unused combinations.  Not one single response
> from the SIG...  And yet we know that there are lots out there...

I know the feeling.... when I posted my draft outline on the APRS internet
protocol, not a single person on the SIG commented on it. I even forwarded
to one of the past players... not a peep. But it doesn't mean what you are
doing is not needed, you just have to decide in you own mind the path you
want to keep, and stick with it. Your doing the right thing.

Anyways, does the APRS-WG still exist?  (as a group comprised of more then
just yourself) Sorry to be so repetitive here, but I have asked this question
twice of you now, with no response.

73

Jeff

---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Fri Mar 30 12:32:03 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id MAA00104
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Fri, 30 Mar 2001 12:32:02 -0600 (CST)
Date: Fri, 30 Mar 2001 19:25:12 +0100
Message-Id: <LYR11589-3849-2001.03.30-12.48.11--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Cc: aprsspec@lists.tapr.org
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
From: Carl Littlejohns <carlmailuk@yahoo.co.uk>
Reply-To: carlmailuk@yahoo.co.uk
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit
In-Reply-To: <LYR13751-3789-2001.03.30-09.04.34--carl_mail#dr.com@lists.tapr.org>
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <VA.000000bf.194fe69d@study>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

Be of good cheer Bob.  You seem to be attempting to solve an UNproblem. :)

(and dont we owe you enough already??)

73Carl
GW0TQM


---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Fri Mar 30 12:55:41 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id MAA01863
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Fri, 30 Mar 2001 12:55:36 -0600 (CST)
X-Authentication-Warning: arctic.usna.edu: bruninga owned process doing -bs
Date: Fri, 30 Mar 2001 13:55:16 -0500 (EST)
From: Bob Bruninga <bruninga@usna.edu>
X-Sender: bruninga@arctic
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
cc: APRS Spec Discussion List <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
In-Reply-To: <LYR11586-3847-2001.03.30-12.40.47--bruninga#nadn.navy.mil@lists.tapr.org>
Message-ID: <LYR11589-3850-2001.03.30-13.11.39--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <Pine.GSO.4.05L.10103301354540.16449-100000@arctic>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

On Fri, 30 Mar 2001, Jeff King wrote:

> Anyways, does the APRS-WG still exist?  (as a group comprised of more then
> just yourself) Sorry to be so repetitive here, but I have asked this question
> twice of you now, with no response.

Sure.  Its members are as posted on the TAPR site.

bob



---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Fri Mar 30 17:43:11 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id RAA25284
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Fri, 30 Mar 2001 17:43:10 -0600 (CST)
Errors-To: <jeff@aerodata.net>
Message-ID: <LYR11589-3881-2001.03.30-17.59.21--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Fri, 30 Mar 2001 18:42:41 -0500
From: Jeff King <jeff@aerodata.net>
Organization: Aero Data Systems, Inc.
X-Accept-Language: en
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
CC: APRS Spec Discussion List <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
References: <Pine.GSO.4.05L.10103301354540.16449-100000@arctic>
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <3AC519F1.4727C88A@aerodata.net>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk



Bob Bruninga wrote:
> 
> On Fri, 30 Mar 2001, Jeff King wrote:
> 
> > Anyways, does the APRS-WG still exist?  (as a group comprised of more then
> > just yourself) Sorry to be so repetitive here, but I have asked this question
> > twice of you now, with no response.
> 
> Sure.  Its members are as posted on the TAPR site.

Sure what? That they still active or that there is a out of date member list on the
TAPR site that still lists members who have long since resigned? Be clear here please.

I wasn't asking if a paper list existed, I was asking if the WG was still viable. Viable
means actively meeting, setting goals, following the charter, having a puraility of
_active_ members. You know, polly parrot is not dead and off pinning for the fjords.

If the WG is now only yourself, I personally think that is not a bad thing. We can get
some clarity and make some decisions. Use (or share the names of) some
of those 12 volunteers to get the APRS compliance process going. Someone needs
to record all the suggestions being made on the SIG... draw a outline up, start
to fit the suggestions into that outline, Identify the testing conditions, ect.  I'm sure 
more then a few of the 12 people who volunteered to fill the empty seat(s) on the
old WG would be happy to help. Heck, I'd even help a little if I knew I wouldn't be wasting my
time or having to herd cats. But I have taken on another APRS project more suited to my talents
so it would have to be limited. But I don't see this as a huge project anyways....the protocol
document is a great start. You and Mark have some test files.  All that is really needed is  
some direction and goals. Be it from you under the WG or if the WG has ceased to exist,
from some other project manager. But that could just as easily be you, if you so desire. I'd
vote for you. But I still feel reality needs to be acknowledged so we don't waste our time
serving ghosts.

So, is the APRS-WG viable?

Regardless of the answer to this question, if you and Mark Sproul could make available the
compliance test files both of you indicated you had, that would be a good start of something to 
build upon.

73

Jeff

















> 
> bob

---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Fri Mar 30 21:19:52 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id VAA10607
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Fri, 30 Mar 2001 21:19:50 -0600 (CST)
X-Authentication-Warning: arctic.usna.edu: bruninga owned process doing -bs
Date: Fri, 30 Mar 2001 22:19:39 -0500 (EST)
From: Bob Bruninga <bruninga@usna.edu>
X-Sender: bruninga@arctic
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
cc: APRS Spec Discussion List <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
In-Reply-To: <LYR11586-3881-2001.03.30-17.59.21--bruninga#nadn.navy.mil@lists.tapr.org>
Message-ID: <LYR11589-3909-2001.03.30-21.36.02--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <Pine.GSO.4.05L.10103302214260.12712-100000@arctic>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

On Fri, 30 Mar 2001, Jeff King wrote:

> > > Anyways, does the APRS-WG still exist?

> > Sure.  Its members are as posted on the TAPR site.
> 
> I wasn't asking if a paper list existed, I was asking if the WG was
> still viable. Viable means actively meeting, setting goals, following
> the charter, having a puraility of _active_ members. You know, polly
> parrot is not dead and off pinning for the fjords.

Sure.  I just counted 157 Emails in the APRSWG of discussions regarding
all the things we are working on in the last 6 months.  All members are
participating.

Bob



---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Fri Mar 30 22:15:02 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id WAA15806
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Fri, 30 Mar 2001 22:15:01 -0600 (CST)
Errors-To: <jeff@aerodata.net>
Message-ID: <LYR11589-3914-2001.03.30-22.31.04--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Fri, 30 Mar 2001 23:14:25 -0500
From: Jeff King <jeff@aerodata.net>
Organization: Aero Data Systems, Inc.
X-Accept-Language: en
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
CC: APRS Spec Discussion List <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
References: <LYR22299-3909-2001.03.30-21.36.02--jeff#aerodata.net@lists.tapr.org>
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <3AC559A1.312BE743@aerodata.net>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk



Bob Bruninga wrote:

>> I was asking if the WG was still viable.

> Sure.  I just counted 157 Emails in the APRSWG of discussions regarding
> all the things we are working on in the last 6 months.  All members are
> participating.

Good. Can you post a status update on the list then? Who are the present members?
What is the next thing on the agenda? What are all the things you are working
on in the last 6 months? How can people help you out? Would you consider releasing  
the test file(s) you mentioned the other day? 

Thanks

-Jeff

---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Sat Mar 31 10:58:05 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id KAA11244
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Sat, 31 Mar 2001 10:58:03 -0600 (CST)
From: "Cap Pennell" <cap@cruzio.com>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
Date: Sat, 31 Mar 2001 08:57:51 -0800
Message-ID: <LYR11589-3996-2001.03.31-11.14.15--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="US-ASCII"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
X-Priority: 3 (Normal)
X-MSMail-Priority: Normal
X-MimeOLE: Produced By Microsoft MimeOLE V5.50.4133.2400
In-Reply-To: <LYR11639-3914-2001.03.30-22.31.04--ke6afe#arrl.net@lists.tapr.org>
Importance: Normal
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <FIEAIFCMLKNIKJPNFHPJAEBKDAAA.cap@cruzio.com>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

Jeff, did you mean to ask the WG _secretary_ to do that work for this
mailing list?  hi
73, Cap KE6AFE

> -----Original Message-----
> From: Jeff King
> Sent: Friday, March 30, 2001 8:14 PM
> To: APRS Spec Discussion List
>
<snip>
> Good. Can you post a status update on the list then? Who are the
> present members?
> What is the next thing on the agenda? What are all the things you
> are working
> on in the last 6 months? How can people help you out? Would you
> consider releasing
> the test file(s) you mentioned the other day?
>
> Thanks
>
> -Jeff


---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Sat Mar 31 13:47:11 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id NAA27862
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Sat, 31 Mar 2001 13:47:04 -0600 (CST)
Errors-To: <jeff@aerodata.net>
Message-ID: <LYR11589-4011-2001.03.31-14.03.17--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Sat, 31 Mar 2001 14:46:35 -0500
From: Jeff King <jeff@aerodata.net>
Organization: Aero Data Systems, Inc.
X-Accept-Language: en
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Files uploaded to TAPR server now available (APRSINET)
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <3AC6341B.1DCC68A3@aerodata.net>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

The files I uploaded to the TAPR site are now available. (and I
think they have been for some time, just didn't check till today)
They are:

aprsdDOC.htm	(HTML docs for APRSD)
aprsdTCPportfunctions.htm   (Port defines for APRSD)
aprsserve_dcc.html    (Steve's original paper)
inetmsg.html   (APRS messaging)
valid.html	(User validation)
validation.c	(C source code+ msg, which I should have called password.c)

and are located at: ftp://ftp.tapr.org/aprssig/aprsspec/aprstcp/

Nothing new here, but it does get every file in one place, when before they
were spread over various web sites and embedded in peoples e-mails. If anything
is missing, drop it up there. You would send it to:

ftp://ftp.tapr.org/aprssig/upload/

and then drop a note to Larry Keeran, K9ORP @ aprs-lib@tapr.org letting
him know the file is there and where to move it to.

These are the files I referenced in the draft outline I wrote up
last month. It hasn't been moved over yet to a public area, but if you want 
to compare the files to the outline it is at: 

http://www.tapr.org/tapr/list-archive/aprsspec/0102/msg00024.html

I'm of the mindset that 50% of something is better then 100% of nothing,
you don't need to be a polished technical writer to help here or even
write anything original. In my case I was just a packrat and dumped
what ever files I had collected from other people. It might be useful 
to go through some of the Q&A on the groups as well, and drop HTML images 
of those messages in. I did briefly, but not exhaustively (the validation 
code came from one of the newsgroups).

I know Tim, Bill, Gerry and certainly others have written some fairly good outlines 
of their ideas.... you guys might want to go through some of your gems and using Lyris
grab the HTML code and drop it in the FTP area. Note there is no compliance
area at this time.... just the old spec area and the APRSINET area.... but
if you ask Larry he can set that area up. I don't have anything for the
compliance area.

73


-Jeff

---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Sat Mar 31 14:06:37 2001
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id OAA00498
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Sat, 31 Mar 2001 14:06:35 -0600 (CST)
Errors-To: <jeff@aerodata.net>
Message-ID: <LYR11589-4013-2001.03.31-14.22.50--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Sat, 31 Mar 2001 15:06:07 -0500
From: Jeff King <jeff@aerodata.net>
Organization: Aero Data Systems, Inc.
X-Accept-Language: en
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: APRS Compliance
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <3AC638AF.E089CEB6@aerodata.net>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk


Cap Pennell wrote:
> 
> Jeff, did you mean to ask the WG _secretary_ to do that work for this
> mailing list? 

Who is the present WG secretary? As I indicated to Bob, the charter on the TAPR site
is now outdated. While I could ask the present secretary (if there is one), Bob is alive
and kicking and should know the answers to what I asked in the message which you were
replying to. In any case, all the questions I have asked have been on this list, so
one would think all active and interested members of the WG would see them. They were 
again:

1. If a status report might be made on the APRS-WG.
2. Who are the present active members?
3. What things has the group been working on in the time period mentioned in
   the e-mails?
4. How can people on this list help out? (small and large things)
5. Would Bob and Mark consider releasing the text compliance files they use
   in their own software? (this would simulate and focus some of the work, and
   would be a good upload to a yet to be created compliance area on the TAPR ftp site)

I guess I didn't consider the above much "work" and even if it was, it was
"work" that only could be accomplished by those on the WG. Seems like a sentence
or two on each item might suffice. Do you have a problem with the questions I
asked? I didn't think they were out of line, although I don't like having to
be so pushy and repetitive here. I'm just of the opinion we need to be honest with 
ourselves if we ever hope to get anything accomplished in a timely fashion. 

> hi

OK, I believe this is a CW term for humor. So, maybe I need to ask for a
clarification as your question did seem serious to me. 

Did I misunderstand your question?

Thanks

Jeff

---
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> -----Original Message-----
> From: Jeff King
> Sent: Saturday, March 31, 2001 12:06 PM
>
> Cap Pennell wrote:
> >
> > Jeff, did you mean to ask the WG _secretary_ to do that work for this
> > mailing list?
>
> Who is the present WG secretary?

The WG charter and protocol (aprs101.pdf) both list Stan WA1LOU as the WG
secretary.  As secretary of my local amateur radio club (a voluntary
position), I find that I'm often asked to perform many tasks that nobody
else wants to donate the time and effort to perform.

<snip>
> I guess I didn't consider the above much "work" and even if it was, it was
> "work" that only could be accomplished by those on the WG. Seems
> like a sentence
> or two on each item might suffice. Do you have a problem with the
> questions I
> asked?

No.  I was only attempting to make light of the idea that you were asking
someone (Bob) to perform a new set of tasks when the discussion here has
recently been about whether there's someone who is willing and able to
donate the time to perform similar work.

>
> > hi
>
> OK, I believe this is a CW term for humor. So, maybe I need to ask for a
> clarification as your question did seem serious to me.

Yes.  Perhaps I should have used <GRIN> instead of "hi" as the mode we're
using here is email instead of CW.  Please forgive the colloquialism.

>
> Did I misunderstand your question?

A bit.  I was only half-serious.  The other half was just trying to inject a
bit of ("smart-aleck") humour.  Sorry.

> Thanks
>
> Jeff

73 ("Best Wishes!" in CW), Cap KE6AFE
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Cap Pennell wrote:


> > Who is the present WG secretary?

> The WG charter and protocol (aprs101.pdf) both list Stan WA1LOU as the WG
> secretary.  As secretary of my local amateur radio club (a voluntary
> position), I find that I'm often asked to perform many tasks that nobody
> else wants to donate the time and effort to perform.

I wasn't asking Stan to do any work nor am I assuming a document that is not
current is accurate. I'm sure he  and other members, if they still are active 
members of the WG read this list  and are capable of speaking up if they have 
something to add. 

> <snip>
> > I guess I didn't consider the above much "work" and even if it was, it was
> > "work" that only could be accomplished by those on the WG. Seems
> > like a sentence
> > or two on each item might suffice. Do you have a problem with the
> > questions I
> > asked?

> No.  I was only attempting to make light of the idea that you were asking
> someone (Bob) to perform a new set of tasks when the discussion here has
> recently been about whether there's someone who is willing and able to
> donate the time to perform similar work.

This are the tasks I suggested:


 1. If a status report might be made on the APRS-WG.
 2. Who are the present active members?
 3. What things has the group been working on in the time period mentioned in
    the e-mails?
 4. How can people on this list help out? (small and large things)
 5. Would Bob and Mark consider releasing the text compliance files they use
    in their own software? (this would simulate and focus some of the work, and
    would be a good upload to a yet to be created compliance area on the TAPR ftp site)

Now, the question I have for you is how can a newcomer or someone not on the WG address 
these tasks? While Bob may not be the one to answer these mostly simple questions, I would 
think you  would have to agree someone outside the WG could not, correct? Are these not fair 
requests?

>> Did I misunderstand your question?

> A bit.  I was only half-serious.  The other half was just trying to inject a
> bit of ("smart-aleck") humour.  Sorry.

Hey, I am guilty of this as well. No need to be sorry, it should be me. It is good 
to step back.  But I tried to tone down my dead parrot skit rhetoric in the last go around
so maybe I was a bit too serious.      .... ..  .... ..    ;-)

73

Jeff
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Jeff WB8WKA wrote:
<snip>
> Now, the question I have for you is how can a newcomer or someone
> not on the WG address
> these tasks?

They can't.

> While Bob may not be the one to answer these mostly
> simple questions, I would
> think you  would have to agree someone outside the WG could not,
> correct? Are these not fair requests?

Correct.  I think they are fair requests.  If someone from the WG can, and
wants to, donate the time and effort to produce the answers to those
questions and send them to this mailing list, they will.

<--... ...-->, Cap KE6AFE
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On Fri, 30 Mar 2001, Jeff King wrote:

> Good. Can you post a status update on the list then? Who are the present members?
> What is the next thing on the agenda? What are all the things you are working
> on in the last 6 months? How can people help you out? Would you consider releasing  
> the test file(s) you mentioned the other day? 

Sure, if I could find it.  I suspect it was on a previous PC that has long
since crashed and burned.  Maybe Mark still has his?

Bob
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